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The attached lessonz in Jungle lLerfzre wers oLiuainesd at

the direesion of The Chief of Staff, U. &. nrmy, Jron tin

Harines end ovr Infentry on Guadalcanal.
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The following is a digect of lessons learned in the tactics

of Jungle arfare as a result of interviews which are attasched:

1. Troops must receive a high degree of individual trazining

to prepere for juagle waerfare. The individual in combat will be
required to act on his own a large part of the time. This is due
to the dense foliage. However, individuals must feel the very
oresence of vheir squasd lesders and othier leaders, and know that
they nre irmmortert members of & teem which cen liek the eneny.
The leaders must take pains to cerefully explain to the privates
what their responsibilities are, and what is expected of them

in each situation. Furthermore, weak individuals who cannot be
trusted to act correctly without supervision must be weeded out,
preferably before they arrive in the Combat Zone.

Individusls must have thorough practice in throwing
hand grenades in woods. They must reach a much nig.er degree
of proficiency in the art of camouflage. This will require
constant application in the training period.

By realistic training & large anount of fear can be
overcorie in the individual. He should know before he reaches
the Combat Zone what it feels like to have bombs explode nee
him, what & sniper's bullet sounds like, and what overhead
nachine gun and artillery fire sound like.

The prowess of the enemy must 10T be over emphasized.
American soldieré and marines can whip the Jap and they are
doing so every day. lMany men stated that they had been talled

to so much about the Jspanese snipers that at first they were

o —————
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afraid.

wnepuliiine




Individual riflemen must know the tactical relation-
ship between the machine gun and their rifle in order to be
able to act intellimently.
Training in observing and firing at vague targets
must be emphasized.
2 In training, scouting and patrolling must be emphasized.
Major General Vandegrift, Commsnding the First Merine Division,
states that jungle warfsre against the Japanese is a question
of goinz back to the tactics of the French snd Indisn days, t
with these tactics adjusted to fit in with our modern weapons.
Men should receive training in patience. Our national
i character is foreign to this idea. Ye are an inpetuous people.
STraining in patience is needed as sometimes the men will bhe re-

}quired to remain motionless and quiet for hours at a time.

3. ot every man can lead a patrol successfully in the
jungle. The good patrol leaders should be discover=d in the
training period.

In training, patrols should be sent out from 10 to 15
hours at a time. Due to the slow wsy in which a patrol moves,
it is necessary to keep patrols out for long periods of time.
The problem of getting communication back from the patrol to
friendly territory in the jungle is a hard one. It must be
mede easier by training. Patrols should be confronted with
unusual situations.

4. The Jepanese knee-mortar is needed. An all-purpose
hand grenade, which, in addition to being used as a hand greunade,
can be used in the kneec-mortar and as a riflc grenede, should be

adopted.




Ilortar sguads must learn to set up quickly and be
able to operate in wooded terrain.

5. A1l units must receive practice in the problem of
maintaining contact in the advance in the jungle.

6. In the following interviews there are meny remarks
on leadership. The leadership shown by the 5th and 7th Regi-
ments of the U. S, lMarines stands out because of their great
wealth in experienced officers and NCO's. On the othier hand
the remariz of Colonel 3. ®. iloore, Commanding Officer of the
1i34th Infentry, emphasizes the great problemns in the leader-
ship which confronted a partially trsined regiment which had

been rushed to the Combat Zone.







MAJOR GENWRAL VANDEGRIFT, Commanding Generzl First llerines
Division.

"I desire to thanl: General HMarshall for the message which
he has just sent me. I passed this message of congratulations
on to nmy men.

"My message to the troops of General llarshall's in
treining for this tyve of warfare ig to go back to the tactics
of the French and Indian deys. This is not meant facetiously.
Study their tactics and fit in our modern weapons, and you have
a solution. I refer to the tactics and leadership of the days

of ROGER'S RANGLRS."
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The following: was dictated to a stenogranizr, in mv presence,

Ve ™ T oy - - . ~ I L
OF LINEL Go 2, THOUAS, Us S, ¥erine lorps, Shief of Staff to

fajor General Vandegriflt:
e are operating our staff strictly along Leavenworth lines

I learned vhile a student tiszre. Job 21as uesn nd clerks

too fesw to ens:

<

in len:thv orders. Cemnaicn hus Lesn foupnt
vith elnost a total absence of naner vork, and ve havs potten over

3

that Jump by continuous, close personal contact Lelieen trood comn:snd-

T

ers and stafl. This mathod was aracticalle becauss 72 hsve nob Ledn

oorreting a vers large sred

"our successful Comsanders ere invariably those vao vnderstand

te use of infantry weerons. The worlr of our artilleryv hes, I fzel,

been excentionel., Jur forvard observers hove bion riznt in the front

)
O

2
~y

1 the eneqy nanv casualties.

We fe-l thet we nave oorn s czessivl, e have cavsed £ 2nemy
enornovs losscs in a:m, Jur babtle ces altics to date exceod 3500,
of vaici coovt one-tihird oeve seen kiliod in action.

Wiozt of tas i ating hoerc has Lown cerrica ovt ot sxtromely

s, and ther: s Luzn & rwen throwing »f awnd sronedes

ag in firing ¢ weaoron, 10 pruviouvs ronort, or ¢ven co.ient, on

our :news and our fighting has oson mede.  For one thing, e do

not went vo ocer vowstitl; for anob..r, wo aave Se.n literelly

50 WL5V W2 .ave not hod tine to realle phink thir

- .

"Zoncorning our cneay, severalthin.s arc ooncrent. 4}l of s
fefjorts Noews ocon in e form of wihtoots on o narrow front ot ratasr

1Qd“1J seoar: ted pointe.  Thes: vore ness attaclks, ocnd althov, h

ordors and owrrations =mans ciontured ¥ ve shown thet tov vore to

g e T

i simultancors atteclks, this vas never ths case,  dur voiing is that

1

Pl . - . e e g . ,

. nis feiluvre to estincte thc bterrein dirfiovltiaes covsed thc
T

)
%

vlack of coordination.
3

rosult hwes boun fovorcble
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! to us, as it has peraitted the ghi’tin, of orr 212
i .

! from one are: to another,

!

; e believathat the enemy has disoersed his ef

tnerefore fziled to wale cny gain at any one noint.

forts and has

Yen

ziven

cixoice,

As I seid before, he

ves
his

he operates exclusively at night.

acks on a very narrow Ifront, uracticilly enmasse. This leads

ourple ni hts! The

to many ! vinen we waheh longingly for sunrise.

result Tor hin has 3 minilation in every case.

| 4S far as we cen determine, these various attacking :rouns zre

! stertsc out, anc t.ere are indications tust they oasz out of real

\ control of tueir nigner leaders. s leve never seen anvthing to
Eindicate that any efrfort has veen re:nforced after the initiel ocush
én:s nesn mide i

"The Jdeponesc soldiers T.at with a sort of fenaticism and
nrver svrrender., . uwv: titen procbicallt no orisonsrs. Ji-icsers
altout to e tdhen nrisoner soaehtincs coit svicide. rarhans of
greztaest assichan to vs s bu-n cemturcd ordars and nans. A
orezt decl of inTornetion has ottan from cantursd dicries.
Jur inberoreters ontho s»hot were cile to zot from cantured orders
infornation on wiicn we acve seicessfully opsrated ot once. It
ng1 8es me to wient nover to writo another order.

"The Jaoerzse try ali of this tricks, makc «11 of t:s nois:a, '

an meny sniners as is revorted thiv dxd in Totoan
ond Valaye Thoss talnes azve little eifect on good trooss wio
hold thicir sitions, wilch thisy can do wita safety and figat toom
yen taen coms up. <o far as I ‘uve wesn aonle to det:rmine, though
i
vier Meve aad wundreds ol snip rs in ovr »osjtion, only onc men has
“eon killed boyoa sniper.  we 1sually et cvaryoﬁc of theoe Don't
{worry chovt thw Tey cre ducks on tﬂc Soﬁd vhen dar-licnt comnes

-3~
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"In their air attacks and in their ground operations, the
Japanese appear to follow very definife patterns. Bach attack
appears to be the same., They are easily disconcerted by sur-
prise, and if they fail to succeed in what is apparently the only
way they know how to fight, they become ineffective. Te have
carefully avnided night attacks, making all oﬁ our offensive moves
hby day. Our officers feel that the Japs have placed so much
stress on night fighting that they cannot or do not fight well at
~all in the daytime,

"Our officer casualties have been high, because it is
necessary for the officer to be practically in the firing line
in jungle fighting; otherwise he loses control. We have lost a
numbsr of Company Commanders and quite a few Battalion Commanders.
We have managed to keep up our officer replacement by field
promotions of selected noncommissioned officers who have proven
themselves in battle., It is not likely that the Division will
receive any orficers no matter how long it may operate.

"This account is hasty, disconnected and rembling,

but I
have attempted to get down just a few of the points on which I

believe we have some conclusion,"

COLONEL MERRITT A, EDSON, Commanding Officer, Fifth Marines.
(Colonel Edson was a Battalion Commander of the Raider Battalion.
He was given the Fifth Marine Regiment and has made it into one
of General Vandegrift's best regiments. IHe is an outstanding
leader and has been recommended by General Vandegrift for the
Medal of Honor).

"if I had to train my regiment over again, I would stress
small group training and the t?aining of the individual even more

than we did when we were in training,
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"There must be training in difficult observation, which is

7

needed fgr the ofiense. It iz my ouservation that only 5% of
the men can really see while observing.
"The offensive is the most difficult to suonort, as you
cennot tell exactly where your troops are.
’ "Whether the Japs will contimue to fijht as they do now, I ‘
don't know., Taey defend on the low ground in the junyle. Taey
dig standing trenches, cextresely well camouflaged.

"We need the rifle grenade, or a veanon to fill the gan

H
1

.between hand grenade and the mortar, We need to diz the Fip out

)

of his hole under danyan trecs, etc.

"We need the knee mortar badly, The nane "knec wm rtar" is a
?isnomer. It is not firsd from the knse. Une of my nen triad
Ehis and broks his leg., The follovin. ere reasons in its favor:

", It is & ons-nun load.

2. & man can cerry ten rounds on als person vesides his weanon,

B e

"3, It has a high rate of firec.

. ", It gives to tne slatoon Com ander a wsanon of thic type

H :

which 1s dmmediately available to him.
H

5, This aorter uses bhe Jdao all-purpose hand grenads —-—

esem

“ranges 50 vards to 650, I belicvs.
E ,

"The Japs have tirce (3) of these mortars in a ilortir Squad
iin eac.a Rifle Pletoon. They have two ammunition carrinrs mer
¥

“mortar. It can be loworcd to & low angle end nlaced aganst &

Tog and shot straizgnt ovt furthor than o hend grenade,

nT would rocommand onc change in the osrojectils. The Jdaos

1

i heve too much high cxnlosive in the vrojectile and ta casg is too

‘g.i.'

k1

9]

from it, out twy cre minor wounds.

ithin. o zot a lot of casualtic
!

NT recomnend substitutin. the M1919-44 (the ligit rechine gun)

sechina gun for offcnsive operation in the Jungle.
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veluehla in the defense,

I amn ¢ven consideoring cubolitutin:g Sal's for tar 1 ght.oacchins 2uns
Phe olfonsiva,
"I think tact bho Bottalion iHiowy %wcnons Do inwny snoulo ave

the 60mn mortar to use in addition to tas (lam morter. I Llik. the

€l vt it camnot koop un in cortain sitvitions Lucarsc of dts v
and its auovy sLorund tlon.
think. tict in 2ich of our souads tiere sanuld b: two

inctezd of onw.

"I sul,ech thtt you hawve mencuvers wl b ball cnewnition whcrs
possivle, oven 31 you get o £ cosualtiac,

2 L

"The tendency is %o overload 4z infentrynen vith am-unition.

3

K . e L x ~ 3 - IR [ | ] el
It szons to Lo tie standerd orocticoe to short ovt wiith & woelt full

3lvs tuo Lendolinsrs. Yo soon found out thint 25 rounds woas inov i
for tuo or threc days 3f you do not nave torgets to shoot 2t.
(flobe: wur infintrymen coorocchin. —uns in the junslos of New

Guincs wers corrying 40 rounds).

"Tyro smmunition pockets in the D1t shiovlid oo convertzd to

Zeononan should icve tvo lnd gre

=

&)

jad

©

Q

.
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O
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ct

dor't do thab, dovilon slis-onun nockehs, hich cin be fuvickly
osumad enc whiden vill carry two hand groncdes.

"ur ‘aring ficld sao-s ove too he vy o 'too! which chnics,
It should necve & typ. of hoo-rail o3 it sliss on tao Jungls grossus.
mmboor ghocs are neeadrd Por ndo b rork,

"ur bosic tredning is &li rizht. Fophesize seotviting and notrol-
ling and rezll toorn 3t rnd oonly it. In vour troining ovih vour

time cnd emdh: siz on th> srved g olotoon rothor thon on the commony,

"Your nrinciols of tho Jommand fost up cnd bo the front fs

certainly truw 1wer.
o
"Tn vour scout:n. and nobtrolling, and your 'tra:ninge in ootiencs!

(vhica you should have) have the woen work cgainst ach obher.  Sams

thing for souads and olaboans




"We should develop better snipers. The Japanese snipers
are really annoying., All commanders, up to include the regiment,
must realize you cannot clear out all the snipers before you
advance. . Some will be left, but they won't be particularly
effective. Annoying, yes. You can get these snipers by small
groups from the reserves. Some Japanese snipers, which were
by-passed in the attack, hid for two or three days and then

uit. Some will hang around inside your lines for a month.
"The Japanese night attacks, of course, have limited ogj c-
; tives; and sometimes withdrawing after dark as much as fifty
gyards will fool them and they won't know where you are.

"The 'smoking lamp' goes out at dark and you have got to

{
3Pe quiet.

"In the Raiders we adopted the custom of dropping all rank
and titles. We used nicknames for the officers. All ranks use
these nicknames for us. We did this because the Nips caught onto
the names of the officers and would yell or spesk in the night,
"This is Captain Joe Smith talking. A Company withdraw to the
next hill.! So we adopted nicknames as code words. Captain Walt
became 'Silent Lou!. My nickname was 'Red Mike', An example of
the use of these nicknames as code words is: One night the Japs
put down smoke and they yelled 'gas.' TWe were green at that time
end two of our Companies withdrew leaving A Company exposed on
its two flanks. In this instance I was a Battalion Commander.
Captain Welt called me on the voice radio to inform me of the
situation, He was cautious and used the nickname as follows: He
s;id, "o is speeking?! and I said, 'Red'. He said, '"hat name
do you identify with 'Silent'? I said, 'Lou.,' FHe said, 'That is

correct.' So, we both know that we were talking to each other

end were not talking to the enemy. He explained the&situation
to me, At the end of his conversation, & voice broke in and
said in perfect English, 'Our situation here, Colonel Edson, is

o D o ¢ -,,‘p’m.nv..-.»w no.‘ Tvmw‘ Wy v :

o e L . S M .
ir.t This was the enemy speaking,

excellent. Thank you,

-7—




ieayn the normal

noises o1 the wonds &t ni b,

LA Je anese

e

S NO SuNerd Je nos tne same liimitations

] "A value of night trainin,
1
]

ot
—t
33
ct
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i ey heve e adventege of exnerience. -Tibh wroner
!
%trainin;, ouvr fnericsne are better, as ovur oeonle cen thinl Letver
s individuels. Encovrage vour :ndividvels and oriny them oub.
! "Discortinue the use of tracers for night 1iring., They .ive
%away your nosztion.

"RPoth our riilemen an! wmchin: gunnors. mst te tan gt to shoot
Llovr,

"This lecdership businass resolves itself down to Leing azr

ot

Q,

it

ooileds 2y thet 1 aean getting rid of the »noor lewder, evin i1

you like nim nersonalily, Locavse bais

’u.;.

w

a Lliis eno deathr aiiddr,
This goes right on down to tie non-cons.

/ "at Tulagl the Jananese usced wooden bull:ts. I saw some of

tiuess wooden bullots. Ty thcory for thsir ve: is tuet tiw s wore

develonzd for troons wii ¢h wsre to infiltrote Lihidnd ovr lines

JoLnisD

[

end shioot vs in thz back. Thess wood r builots covld not rerry
£, AU PR s PR | e e Y
gLar enouxhni to dnjurs ti-ir attacking troons,

(Wotc: Coloncl Edson eskzd =me 2t ths »nd o) 1 Ffor to road
sack to hia wnieb cach man had sadld whcon ho wos dnbarview.d.  Tote
v Joloncl Sduon widceh & wear, were made oftor taw aon had Leon
interviewed. )

"I haewve just ooin Hromoted ‘rom rst Sergient. Incthe fire
fighting the rfarine Mrst Sergeent -helps tiv: Jomoany Joirrander,
q: chzcks un on the Sompery. & o wiole, cven dovn to ciecking on
the ovecuction of the . wounded. I ves cvalloil  to tho Comnany
Commander for any euergency ordsrs durine tie iire figat. Tzech

-
N




your soldiers, Sir, ¢ the asseult bo lecus
him thire. Too meny of our won suddenly became first-zid men,
"Your wmen have to b rugged and roughy, end to win thsy’
must leurn to disregerd politonoss and must kill.M
PLATOON EERGE&KT H. R. STRONG, Company 4, Mith Yarinss.
"Some of my .men thou.ht their hond grenades wore too heavy.
They tosscd them cside when no one wus looking. .ater ti:y would
nove given six month's osay for one hond groncde.
"I hoor tact in tav new Junzle kits tho mon will ot woter
sterilizin, teblots.  These will help os my men dip wober out of
streems,.”

-

PLaTOON SERGE-IT F, T. O'7al4, Compoeny E, Fifth ‘arinos.
"ifter thz Jops had Loin loczted, my wlatoon hos goinad the
alenent of surorisc by =oving in fo.t with beyon:ts and hend grenades.
"In turn, taey have svrpris:d us by being in & defensive posi-
tion on tng ravorse slope of w« ridge./ I thinlk thc onipers look
O
_rwgggméﬂﬂ men.dm\tﬁgfgwgglcol. Edson: "“No douct about this. In ona
engageacnt, in onn platoon, Ivery SR men Wus hit.")
PLATOON SERURANT R. a. ZULLO, Compuny.w, 21fth .'crincs.
"Sir, . would lik:s to Hell you that @ san's keonnuss or
dullncss of cyec may deiermine thgthar'or‘not ne will live.  Ten
men in oy platoon were killed becavse they wallsd un on & Jap

37mm gun. I went vp luter, aftor the gun had Len out out roour

morters, to help bring back tha dead. The Jzniness pun Wis 50

: " on before I saw it.M
v0ll cemouflagsd thet I got within four foot of the gun b fore I sav it.




ols———
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CORPORAL 7. A, McCLUSKEY, Company D. Fifth Marines.

"Sir, the other day on 'Bloody Ridge,' riflemen protecting
our light machine guns pulled out and left us. ¥e were doing
okay at the time, but their pulling out caused our whole outfit
to withdraw. I think men in these rifle companies should receive
training in the work and in the mission of the machine gun company.
They should be able’ to act mors intelligently."

SECOND LIEUTENANT ANDREW CEISICK, Fifth Marines.

"I think that in the regimental supply there should be extra
canteens so when an outfit gets in a place like the 'table plateau!
where there is no water, an extra canteen of water can be issued.
Sir, this would really help our men stay in there. (lNote by Col.
Edson: 'This idea is being used on certain parts of the terrain
here, The turn-over in the canteens will be great if this is
continued, but it is a biy help at times., At one time we had a
battalion without water for 24 hours and only two men were
evacuated by heat exhaustion -- Major Lou Walt was the Battalion
Commander.!') My flank men in each squad in the advance are re-
sponsible to maintain contact with the squad on the right or left.
Of course, we have a base squad.,"

MARINE GUNNER E. S. RUST, Fifth Marines.,

"I hate to admit it, but it's the truth; when we pgot here,

a lot of our young men were confused at night. They were not
used to jungle at night. They could not use their compasses at
nicht, and we did not have enough compasses.

"o have learned that when we get off the bheaten trails, it

seems to confuse the Japs, and we have better success."




GUINERY S%RGREL

"I been in the 'zrines 15 years, and I besn in three ex-—
peditions to China ¢nd five engagements since I have been in
the Solomons. I will say that this 1942 modal recruit we ers
getting can drink more woter than six old timers. Vs have to
stress weter discionline ali the time. They don't sesun to realize
wiat real veter discipline is. ‘e have too many 1.30's in taa
Jarines wio ere 'namby-panby' and beoat around the Luvsii., Our 1C0's
are gfadually toughering ud wid are sovin. reesons vay tacr st
2t tacir responsililivizs. Respectfully specking, Sir, I
hink thet v eliicurs uake a £330, tasy should go over in their

minds, 'what kind of 1) will hg maksc in the icld.w

PraToor S5NGEAIT ¢, O, L. TOLIIVGOWORT, Comoany H, “ifth ‘arinss.

Svns le tralls, we have lerrnod

4 < —ly

( "Mhon vie move
r .
j to heve mon et fae roar of scch nlatoon viho caryy 1lig:t loads so
( tarey can ot their weanons Fnto action guickly to 1wlp overconc
’%
g anmcush fire from tlus roar.

"Put waz oig rug, od mn into Lo Loavy valoons conncny.

"Some of ounr now mun vore so scarad of ovr ot grInados vach

1

they were first “ssuzd, tact booy Jemed dovn ta: cotter »oin.  Taon,
jater in action tacy conld not mull the 2ind
YT roticed, and I ~ointed this out to my olatoon; tact when

1on Lob hit, tus men closs oy _ct to yellin', 'Joros man, S0ros

nen, Corne men,' anu by .t S0 excited somctinus taat taey
zetuell s forpet to mse first-aic nackots,
"In first-aid treining, thoch correct use ol injucting

£

morohine and Hrocadurss of tagping, 'cal st wast you ponna do

vhien the Sorps men gets hit?
NI wive 375.00 for o pair of termis shots to rest my
foot and for use in night work. T nave only btoon in ths arine

toros four years, ot I ove lwerned tact you aeve Lot to duvilon

zomse of resmo

]
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1 1 . .
'In action we have had unaubhorized nersons yv21ling, 'Cease

g -

'Sommence firing.' This caused confusion.”

i D, AHO, Company F, Fiith iarines.

years in thez U. 5. Army before joining the Werine

Sir, I liks tne Warines better than the army because the

‘arine officer is closer to his nen taan ths cverage aray

also, the :darins

baerved. we nave comradsaip in the Marine Corps.
enlisted men are wors Spartan-likc. I balieve,
soldiers too much in poece—tinc. I hope we are

now, (I askad Jol. Zdson what kind of NC) Sergcant

> told ac ho was one of the ovtstanding wen in his

that e was & vory rugisd individual.)

=

troining for tnis Jungle warfars we had a great

deal of work in hend-to-hand individval combet, vse of knife

Jiujitsu,

and I haeve naver

back the signel fle

"Sir, avery

Yith the oxecention of bLeayonat figatin. we aave not
I have b n in cany bebtles since 1 hith this isgland

soxn anyone vis it.

=3t t knoe mortar., It's helld.

maen shovld have a vetel.

could usc pack artiilery herc.

to know 25 much &<

ion Gommander, Micjor Lilb, wonts cvery list men in

@

doss coout the situction., It pays.

"Cot rid of tho gold-bricks. It's better to be shiort-hoanded

around than -eving ¢ lot of undencndaules.!

STAMT S, Commeny B, F1lit

"Unnsecssery riring cives your wosition cwey, and wikn you

give your position away nsrs, vou pay Ffor it.

12—
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"Tt's nelpful in using tae field zlacs in tais tronicdl sun
to cup your hand over tis fromtend in order to keep out tue glare.
"The men in my squad fire low at tie base of the trees.

There is too much hith firing zoing on.{FEmiave obsarved the
e T T ——— T

e

vaaps often get siort ol amwmunition. Threy cut bamboo and crack it
togetiher to simulate rifle fire to draw our fire. They ain't
supermern; tney're just tricky bastards.

"Put 'bug dope! in your jungle equipment.

"a palmetto loy looks sturdy lor use in machine gun enslace-
ments and dugouts, Lut it.is snongy and rots. 1 heve seen it col-
lasse and pin tae gun. It is better to use the aard wood."

v e ey pesmeeyae e T - poer s
SCony LIsU T a0 T 2. L. LLI‘VT.LO, ™

w

(Promoted on the field of battla).

"Travel light. For exaiple, to 2ell with the mess scvipmeont!
Wie vsed ouvr mess cup and spoon for the first 15 days here and enjoyed
our chovi, You don't have to live lilke e gentlenan in jungle warfare,
syne of warfarce and males

dvr wess ecuinment 1 too Lullky for this

noisa.

o o1t who can lead
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vour vathalions befors you go into bhe comlat arcas. (Rzmark by
0ol. Edson: 'I would lik: to concur in that statemcnt.')

Wz lecrned froa the Nips to make the 'stand-u> coversd

r aola',
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WIn defensc in 5.1 dansce Jungle Somabimes you meke & line —-—
taon, on othar tyoes o. terrain you mawe stron. noints.

"In an advence in a Jun_le it is Gerd for & pletoon leader
e

to ke=p control of ais men. Coroorals and tineir acn st b

taugit to act individvally. !



PLATOON SERGZANT ¢ "N . . incc.

v

"We are learning the hard way to move quietly in this jungle.

"I have been fired at many times by snipers and haven't seen
one yet,

"The sabers which the Japanese officers carry have proved
to be worthless, I killed two Japs Wwho came at me wiﬁh sabers
and I got them first by shooting them. But, I wished I had 'in
reserve' a good jungle knife. I don't mean a bolo, which we
should have for cutting trails, but a ¥nife with a 12-inch blade
of good steel. We could use this against these Japs as well as
cutting vines that catch on us at night." (Notei Iany men ex-
pressed their wish for a jungle knife such as described here.

This desire is being omitted in further remarks to avoid repetition.)
MOTOR SECTION SERGEANT T. E. RUMBLEY, Company I, Fifth lMarines.

| "Our 60mm mortars are fine wsapons if you have observers
who know their stuff. The mortar was not stressed enough in our
training. I love our mortar.

"If the numbers on the mortar sicht were luminous, with a
luminous strip on the stick, we would not have to use the flash-
light. This flashlight business is dangerous."

CORPORAL FRED CARTER, Company I, Fifth Marines.

"On the Matanikau River we got to firing at each other be-
cause of careless leadership by the junior leaders. We are curing
ourselves of promiscuous firing, but I should think new units
would get training to make the men careful.

"We learned not to fire unless we had something to shoot at.

i
£ . o
Doing otherwise discloses your position and wastes emmunition,

]
f
s

"Sergeant Dietrich of Company I, of our Regiment, recently

#used his head. One night when the Japs advanced, a Jap jumped into




and one less Nip.

"I have been charged twice by the Japs in bayonet charge.

Our larines can out-bayonet fight them and I know our Army men

will do the same. (Note by Col. Edson: 'Incidentally, in the

last push we executed 3 bayonet charges.!)

"A Japanese trick to draw our fire was for the hidden Jap
to work his bolt back and forth. Men who got sucked in on this
and fired without seeing what they were firing at, generally drew
automatic fire from another direction.

"Every scout should be taught to look in the trees. I was a

-scout and got shot in the shoulder by a Jap in a tree. I look

i
i

lin the trees now.

} "e take turns being scouts; so, all should be trained as
'scouts."
{

{

-y . - — -y P - -

SERGEANT 0. J. MARION, Company L, Fifth Marines. A Platoon Guide,

|

%ake it. The reason for this is that &ll men hit are hit from the

"You crawl in the advance -- unless you are to charge and

knees up, except for ricochets. We have crawled up to within 25
gards of a machine gun firing over our backs., The Japs don't de-
sress their machine guns. (Note by Col. Edson: 'I saw men of
bompany L doing this,?')

"llen get killed rushing to help a wounded man. If the
wounded man would crawl about ten yards to his flank, he can

generally be ecided in safety, as the Japs seem to fire down lanes

in the jungle. (Remark by Col. Edson: 'VWe have taught our men

that the best way to aid a wounded man is to push ahead so that

the wounded man can be cared for by the Corps Men. )
'ﬂ¥he men have to be trained individually, for when the fire
fight starts, the Corporal can't see all of his men and further,

when the order for attack is given, any number of men are unable




tto see the man on his right or left. So you sec, Sir, it takes
4

‘guts for men to zet up and nove forward when the signal is given.
IThe men have to densnd on.one another end- have confidsnce in each
"I was in one advance whun the Jans lst us come turough and
, taen rosc up out of covered fox holus and shot us in the back.
he best cure- for thet is a rear guard looking towards tae rear.

1CJTPOH[J E. J. BYRWE, Cowpony L,  Fifth “zrincs.
i

"Get used to weird noises at night. This jungle is not still
at night. Tae lend crebds and lizzards make & hell of c noise

rustling on lcoves., 4and there is & bird here that sounds like &

man banging twoblpcks of wood toycther. There is enother bird

thet mekos e noisn like & dog borking. I toought, Sir, this might

1He

glve you an idea for your training

"_4
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CORPOR-L ¥, R. McaLlAN, Compony I, rfifth Morines.
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! nformetion «ossn't st down to us and then

\ .

v we orc roclly in the dark. hion we get bac orders cnd information
\Wo cen geb in thure end plten bottor.

"

My olatoon is thw bost onz in ths. cempuny bectuse wa are

team. e is close to us cnd we like him and 2t regsiect aiw.

We have o wonderful nlatoon, I & not-irsgging. That's ¢ fact!
(Motos Hhen I read this to Jol, Bdson ot taz ond of tae dey, hs
we.s so deldi hted thot he sant & runnsr to find ovt who Jornorcl
¥chllen's vlatoon l:ader was.)

"Soma man 1S
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benind in bhe advancs, . Thoey Wwve finglly

loorned bo Mzop up o8 lo,ging is unsefl for all,

ners. is n west Jricend !
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MAJOR LOU WALT, C.O. n"ei"xth Marines.

(Note: Col. Edson told me that Hajor Valt was one of his best
leaders, end.one of the best men he has ever seen in action,
Major "alt 'is a young man of about 35 years of age. He is ex-
tremely rugged and looks like a fullback on a football tesm. I
talked to him over 20 minutes'before I was able to make & single
-original note as his ideas seem to echo Col. Edson's.)

/ "I can report officially to you that we had 9 men killed in
,one company in the last assault! 4 of these men were killed by
& wounded sniper who had three holes in hin. He was laying in
%thick brush 15 yards from my CP. He was canmouflaged and had been

passed over for deed. You have to KILL to put them out. They

i

attack in bunches, shoulder to shouldsr. An exemple: we were on

the Matanikeu River. | /
Marts, Jap ‘7érm'foi'g wind
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Qur Companies were at hclf strength. This was a Reider Beattalion

plus two companies of the 3d Battalion, Fifth liarines. The Jepenese
beach head wes & thick jungle with cemoufleaged standing-type fox

holes. They had with them in their bezch head 6 heavy machine

guns end 8 light machine guns which we captured in this onction.

"it 6:30 p.m. they smoked our two right companies, and when

the smoke had enveloped these ‘two companies, they broke out. They

come out in o russ formation, 20 obreast, yelling, bcyonets fixed,

sutomatic weopons working, resr renks throwing hend grenedes,

(heavy arrow in the sbove sketch shows the Jeprnese route). They

were trying to escnpe to the sand spit at the mouth of the river

-17-,
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in order to cross the river to get back. Our right front company

had just completed a double-apron barbed-wire fence. When the

Japancse hit the left flank of the right company, they killed 9
out of the first 11 men they met. Then they hit the barbed-wire.

Two of our heavy machine guns opened up, shooting down along this

barbed-wire fence and-dispersed their attack. It got dark -- quick-

ly like it does here. There was smoke, Japs and Marines all mixed
up. Three Jap officers were swinging their two-hand swords. There
was hand-to-hand fighting all night long. We moppedAthem up at
daybreak, We killed 78 Japs. They killed 12 Marines and wounded
26 of us.

"The Jap has a great -deal of respect for our hand grenade, and

it is a valuable weapon to us. Do you ever practice throwing it

in wooded country?

“The Jap is not an.individual fighter. He won't fight with a
bayonet unless backed up with a dozen other Japs.
"Here is something that:I Know the Army teaches, Sir, but I

would like to say it, as. we really believe.in it here, and that is

‘don't put troops in a skirmish line until actual physical contact

! . . .
‘is made. Keep 'em in squad coluwmns, with two scouts in front of

each squad. Sometimes making files between the columns.

"As in the Basic Field Manual, each man should know the objective,

I make my Platoon Leader designate an objective every 100 yards in
the jungle, and they work to it and reorganize. They don't push
off for the next objective until they get word from the Company
Commander. This method, we have found, insures control.

"I control my companies exactly the same way. I set up
objectives for each company. When the companies reach their
o) jectiye, they report. After the reorganization, we go ahead.

"1 think reserves in the- attack should be kept up close so




TR e e,

JRPSSN,

rmamy s
I__Y
i

: - - - . . ' ’1
that they can be committed imnediately, The Reserve Zompany Com-

e . 4 “ oo Y . \ .
mander continually reconnoitsrs the ground and is ready to comnit

his cowoany &t once wiun ordered to do. so. Iif the Reserve Company

is not on its toes end hos t6-tuke tims out for reconnai ssance,

this mey delay tiem 'to such an’ axtent. tact ticir effo

o}

ay b

uscless -- tae crtvation wmay ecuange if tuey cannot zct at once. I

p] o
keep my bost Somnany Jomanandsr in rescrve.
"intic atback we always use the,telsnhones from Ra:giment to

the Battalion. The Jungle is thick; vt the wire can Le made to
R o

koen up. The wirc is suonlementzsd ©r the TH rudlo. If wo pot

held up, the

PLATOON SERGEANT C. .C. ARNDT, H.& S Comoany, Fifth Yerines. Chi:

‘Scout for the Regimosntal Intellissnce S:action.

(Note: khen Coly Edson sunt for his best fighters, e did not in-

c¢lude Platoon Sergoont'arndt.  sftor T gob throvpgh telking to those

mon, two of thwm came up to m: and said, "Sir, you did not seu

Sergeent Arndt. Uz has en on wmore pitro

then any aerp in th: Rugiment. Could we -et him £ you, Sir?h)

"T practice walking qu viostly over rocks, twigs, grass, leaves,

ULrouEa vings, etec. 1T prectice this arovnd this bivouac arca. ' I
Ireczived instructions in scouting znd petrolling at Quantico, but

‘T still »oractice this around here in ths bivouas arvz. 11 belicve

. . L . .
fbcc&use I practice tllS is the reeson I &m still alive. Some of

"t other '00's lavghed &2t me becanse I

138

I 'tan walk,cround and becavse I go out

'they neve stoopzd laughing bocavse I nave Hem

UL

‘
{
lony men-in the Regiment, and T em still alive.

’ Wihen I an scoubing and come to an onening
heve to cross it, I generzlly rvn &cross quickly ‘and quictlys

el

-19-

wirs gozs rigat out-to the comdanius from th: “attalion,

znd doce more scouting

am gl 2ys sheing hov quietly
end vrectice on m+ own. But

on mors Jabrels than

ng in oty jungls, and




Anpysmaany

(Going slow here may cost a scout his life. Different types of ter-

rain calls for different methods.

P "Here is the way Japs patrol. I was out on the bank of the

-

‘river with another man. We were observing and were carefully cam-

, ouflaged. We heard a little sound and then saw two Japs crawl by

~about 7 feet away from us.
/
¢ to shoot them, but did not do so as we remembered our mission.

These Japs were unarmed. TWe started

Then, 15 yards later came 8 armed Japs. They were walking slowly

and carefully,

We did not shoot as our mission was to gain infor-

- mation. When I got back, we had a lot of discussion as to why the
v
i

two Japs in front were not armed.

A TR, S

Some of the fellows said maybe
it was a form of Japanese company punishment. I believe they were

the point of the patrol and were unarmed so they could crawl better,

T e e

"You can tell Jap troops in the distance by their short, choppy

AT,

step." (Remark by Col. Edson: This is true and we think the reason

j for their short, choppy stride is because they wear wooden shoes :

COLONEL DellUTH, Division Artillery Commander, Americal Division.

H

; "The tactics and technique of our artillery fire as taught
J

#y the Field Artillery School at Ft. Sill are okay, and are good

here on Guadalcanal,
i

. "However, we have learned we have to fire 360° here. Also
i
fdue to the way these Japs crawl around in the jungle, we have to

pay more attention to the local security around our positions."

- - - - - — - -

COLONEL AMOR LE R. SIMS, Commanding Officer, Seventh Marines, lst

Marine Division,

"Is the Army stripping down to essentials in equipment?

"Teach not to waste ammunition. Learn to make every shot count.

et SIS e



( Don't spare your artillery. ke the most of it Every time
you get enough information, even if the target is not profitable,
get artillery fire on it. They hate it.

|

] ‘ ~ 1 3} s
, Try to get the Jans on the move; keen bouncing them around;
|
‘ don't let them yget set. When you let them get set, they are nard
| o - - - 3 - .

to get out. %e have had a great deal of success wita the Slmm

£/ vey mortar and with artillery fire, Here is an examples
LT
— \\\ e
“'\-—“——---"‘/

Dense Jungle qr/c/

kot

¥

/ We have the Japs surrounded with their backs to the river. The 3

/ Battalions were in close contact with the enemy. It was ouvious

that we nhad o large numuer of Japs surrounded and that the test
way to get them out was to place field artillery and €lmm fire
on them, lowever, the »roblem was to put this fire on the enemy
and not on our own trooons. The movenent wihich we executed was
carzfully coordinated with the artillery and with the mortars.
ach nBattalion, at a certain time, was to withdraw just before

the firing was due to start. We were very careful to explain to

the men what we were doing so that they would not ot a mistaken

idea of thz order for withdrawing, The maneuver was successful,

Over 500 Jads were killed in this action. We had 44 Yarincs killed
and 62 wounded. Our men were not hurt by the artillery and mortar
hut wers killed and wounded in the fignting which

fire, of course,

took »nlace Lefore the withdravl., after the firing cocased, ve went

o



. R
in and mgpped up in hand—to—h&qd Tighting.

"Our Battalion Cormanders in the Seventh -farines know that in
reporting informstion at. once and, 1f they need help to ask for it
and not just try to bull things throuzh that they are enevling
Regiments to act as & tean, in the right manner and in the right
direction.

"7 have = wonderful.s—2.8ection in this Regiacnt. I have Lzon
vorking on this S-2 Szetionfor over 2 yaars; I heve be 'n nubting
my best mer in this 2 foction, ond it hes peidens. Ve msagwd
that tae Bettalions iave good 2 Lections. You cennot do any bottar

then yorr infocmetbion.

3

"Joncentrate on communicetions., Wi d:ond to a large extent

on wirc conqvnlcaJJonu. It is tough work, out it con b donc.

nave nad to loan the Communicotbions Rogimuntel Sceetion wmon to .elp

o+

carry wirs tarougia tougi dlecus, ort 1 went commnic.tions. Your

o<,

inforabtion hues to oz tiwly and oroyirly cvaluated.

"4 Roegimentil Sommonder cannot oo imocticent.  Doa't push your

“ertalion Commanders vnloss you ol tiers is & raluctance on

"Our groct lzedor, mnoral Vendegrift, gives w2 o Job end 1:ts
. - < P . .
me nandle the situation with & ragiment in wyv own way. L is not

impatient with me. Immeticnes would ruin tho best »lans. A mennazd

""J

v nlen may not turn out to L asible. Lo, Wi have lacrnad horo

()

1

|

!n t to ce Imweticont.
/
!

N

"Tha forward obseriver of the artillcry aas frrnisiicd me with

1

gy

veluatle information. Our systom is to mut tac artillury Obsarvar

Group with coch wattalion end kuzn the artill-ry Lizison Officer

with the Hogiwent.
Mire you teeching your figzmcentel Zomnenders to understand
how to use artillory?

Tt hes bocn impresscd unon s here thet logistics heve to be

s W

T ST ¢ e ,
corrcctly »lannzd. of 1log 15% '@’é[‘rns ovt to be your
1ifa. Tn this Regiment, I have o fine forceful Exccutive dfficer,

—22-




Lt. Col, Frisbee. I use the Executive Officer in the rear echelon
seeing that the $-4 functions and that supplies get up. Don't
misunderstand me. The Executive Officer lets the 5-4 run his job.
He checks and 8ids him if he needs help.

"Here is a thought I would like to leave with the Regimental
Commanders. Pick your officers for common sense. Basic Field
lManual knowledge ié fine, but it is useless without common sense.
Common sense 1s of greater value than all the words in the book.

I am 2 deep in my battalions in regard to Battalion Commanding
Officers. That is, each one of my Battalion Executive Officers

is a pofential Battalion Commander. The reason for this is if

the Battalion Commander gets killed or siok; I won't be caught out
on a iimb. My Bat@alion Commanders use their Executive Officers in
the same way I use my Regimental Officers. I back up my Executive
Officer. I never sce a Battalion Commander or a Staff Officer
about administration unlesss they sce the Executive Officer first.
My Executive Officer and I are a team. Ile is responsible to see
that my policies are carricd out.

"I make my Staff Officers get out of this CP -- not to snoop
on the troops, but to help the hattalions and acquaint themselves
with the general situation. Insist on night training, but don't

train day and night. If I were training my Regiment again, working

7 days a week, I would train three nights and four days. J

"our orders to our Marines on the perimeter defense are, 'You
stay on your position and do not pull back. If they bust through
you, we'll plug up the hole, but you stay there.!

"our Battalion Commanders have learned not to pull a company
out of action to use it slsewhere, For example: //
%6/26’5/ ’

/
"3
/
/
’ N
Ve

B C D p

If a company is nscded at point 'X' don't send companies who have

-234 "
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been committed at 'B', 'C!', or 'D'., Send another company from
somewhere else. IFf you make the mistakes of 'milling around', as
we call it, you Will expend men's lives, It is always expensive.
I have never seen it to fail to cost two times as much as the .
original committment,

"This Regiment can out-yell the Japs, out-fight them, out-
baionet them, and out-shoot them. This yelling, as in hand-to-

hand action, is important, It is like a football team that talks

Ft up.

"The Japs yell at us, 'ilarines, we're gonna keel you! liore

blood for the Emperor!' The liarines yell back, 'You

. YWe'll kill you Japs, More blood for Franklin!'
\)f A7
"The Hegimental Commanders must riake it his personal duty
to watch and be greatly interested in sanitation. Because of our
sreat interest in sanitation, our sick list is lower than normal.

Qur sick list runs lower than 40 men per battalion.

LIEBUTENANT COLONEL L. B. FULLER, C.0. lst Battalion, 7th Pegiment,
U. S. ﬂarines,'First Warine Corps,

(Note: Lt. Col. Puller is beiné recomnended by Genera} Vandegrift
for the lledal of Honor for leading his Batfalion, with 7 holes in
him, continually for 24 hours. ;I met him on the day he came out
of the hospi%al. Lt. Col. Puller had considerablec expérience in
junglé waffare in Haiti.)

"Tn handling my compénies I take the Company Commander's word
for what is going oﬁ. You have to do this to get anywhcre. Iq
order to get a true picture of what is coing on in this heavy
country, I make my staff get up wheré the fi;hting‘is. This Com-
mand Post business will ruin the smerican Army and llarines if it
isn't watched. Hell, our platoons and squads would like the com-

mand post in the attack if they arc mot watched! 4is soon as you

~24~- ..




set up a Command ?6st; ﬂli fg;&;rd movameﬁt stops.

"The twolky-talky' the Jops heve operctes. Vhy cen't we hove
a similar one? .

"To HELL with the telephone wire with advancing troops. Ve
cen't carry enough wire. ‘e receiveé en order, "The advance will
stop until the wire gets in.' THIS IS BACKWARDS!

"The staffs cre twice s large as they should be. The Regimen-
tal staff is too lerge. I have 5 staff officers in the Battnlion and
I could get along with less. The officers heve to dress and look like
the men. One tine the Commandont of the Merine Corps esked me why
our patfols failed in Haiti. T replied, 'Becruse of the officers!
bedding roll.' In Haitl at thet time the officer hed to heve s pack
mulc, cnd the enlisted men sow the officers lying eround in luxury,
etc. The patrols wsre actunlly held up for this pack mule. Your
leeders heve to bs up front. Thosc thot won't get up there, nnd cro
not in physiczl shrpe to kevp up with the men, will ctusc plens to fril.

"It is okecy to scy thrt an outfit connot be surprised, but it is

ound to huppen in this typo of warfure; so, thercfore, your outfits
must know whet to do when embushod.

"Crlling buck Commanding Officers to Battalion cnd Regimoentel
CP's to sey, 'How rre things going?' is owful.

"Iy bett.lion moving through jungle country, ccting alone,
0 anﬂ' 7f “A'Co.

Bn.Catnd
F/j&r (4"Co. W/o orders
K

hoves forwa'"c/ as

(?% Shown, and de;/()js\
Ex 0.

X
éé Bn. Ha Group (Th/s qroup 5 % s
Fost.)
‘B Co.

(Marh r Sect moves
forward, /¥ necessar 5,)

/|/|or7ar Sec.
~ [Tm,‘n),'[ Presenf
(0" Co - Traip gurd

moves torward
w/o orde Vs.)

(Q

X xX




"A platoon of D Company is attached to eacn rifle comnany

bacau

L‘}

e of the neavy country. C Comhany watches the rear: Each
company is resyonsible for its flenk. This is a time-tested and
oroven formation which works. If attacked from a flank, face and

L
Ue

adjus

6]

"In marching or in camn, we have learned nsre that you must
have an all-around delense.

Mg need more intrenchin. shovels. Give shovels to men who
have wire cutters. You nsed both the wire cutter and siovels.

"T wish we hcd the iil fifle, nd when we z2t relieved from
Guadelcanal, I an goin, to makc every offort to get it.

N

"T consider i1t imperative that the Army and sarines bc equino-—
imperatl ve k
ed with knee mortars and only carry ons type grenade. Have the
nand grznade {it in the knco morter and oe of usc as & hand

grenade and also as ’a riflec grenade. You nced a rifls grenadier

The following is b.az rosult of & conforoncs wibth 5 O
best Lo0's in tae Mrst Sattalion of the Livinby crinss. Those
¥CO's viare sclected by Lit, Col. Ruljér:

s e sancse fire is oot alWQYS'aimgd, It is harassing fire

‘tind “scar:s rocruits. Got the rocruits so thoy ara vsed to over-

heed firc. Jans who have “infiltretod, signal-to wach other with

their riiles by the nuabsr of shobts. % get tasgse Lirds by con-—
stant oatrolling.

e snipers tiw tacir guns in the troocs so they can't drop

it carclussly or =i wouncod.  In mutting ticir ligabt weiins .uns
iin the trocs, thoy lasi tn%ﬂ in and feve roliuf men to go up
i
itm,M@m
y "Their msciin. guns don't traverse end scarch.




"A Jap trick:"

AT,
A >
"

<
7
60 mm. mortar "
-
/ 777)

O~ reyerse \
R

S /b/DG,

The mortar men thought they were safe.
They cracked down, killed 3 and wounded 2.

The Japanese let them fire

two or three rounds.

"The rifle grenade demoralizes the Jap. A Japanese prisoner
The

told me in English, 'That 30 calibre cannon is terrible, Sir.!

Japanese sew grass and leaves to their shirts and hats.
They don't wait until they

f "They hit hell out of our points.
When the point goes

could get more men. They seek to delay us. :
§

down, teach men to get behind big trees, if close, but not behind f
’ 4

i

saplings.

"If you shoot their officers, they mill around. Their NCO's

You can tell they are officers by their sabers and

are poor.

leather puttees.

"A lot of these Japs who infiltrate have radios. Think of

this advantage in respect to artillery, mortar fire, location of

troops, etc.
"My platoon found 9 Japs slipping behind our lines. . (Note by

Lt. Col. Frisbee, Regimental Executive Officer: .We have killed 38

Japs behind our lines during the period of August 7, 1942, to

November 29, 1942.)
I saw one tree which was

"Their outpost at times is in trees.
rotten inside. The Japanese had & light machine gun and gunner




down inside, and they had built a trap door on our side. Every once r

in a while the door would open, and they would poke the machine gun

!

fout and fire. We took care of this.

f - s - .
; "When we cease firing, they cease firing. TWhen we fire, they

open up. They do this to conceal their positions." |

- > -t = "> > = -

LIEUTENANT SHEPPARD, Seventh Marines, (Promoted on the Field of
Battle.)

"Sir, how about training in the field with short rations. Put
your patrols out from 3 to 5 days; every officer in the outfit to
participate. If I were Commanding General of a training base, all
people who missed one-third of the training would drop back to the
next unit, I believe that the units should have a minimum of 90
days! training in jungle warfare, I would stress in this training
team work between the leaders in all units, Liaison between sup-
port plans and all leaders. Liaison between artillery and infantry.

"If I were training my unit again, I would really have some
high-class patrol training. I would do everything with these
patrols I could possibly think of to include losing them and‘making
them go across.country without maps or compasses.

"The Japanese do a lot of yelling at times, and at other

imes are deadly silent. One mnight some Japanese got in our march-
ing column. We discovered them and bayoneted them.

"At another time, I, myself heard a Japanese yell.in good

English, 'K Company, forward it

"The Japs don't like our men yelling back at-them."

MASTER GUNNERY SERGEANT R. M. FOWLE, Seventh Marines, First Marine
Division.

(Note: Mastery Gumnery Sergeant Fowle has had 24 years service
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in the U. S. Marines.)

"Sir, the first thing I would like to say is that this Japanese

sniper business has been over-emphasized. They talked and talked

to us about the Japanese.snipers and made these young men of mine
jfftery. You can't see the sniper anyhow until you start to attack,
end as his fire, until the attack starts, is very inaccurate, there
is no use to worry. I think this sniper business should be debunked.

!
'They hide under banyan trees and Just poke their muzzle through a

“hole and fire, indiscriminately. When the attack starts, they will

come out. Those you by-pass in the attack must be mopped up later.

"We learned not to get excited or go off half-cocked where
there is néise. The Japanese make noise to mislead us. They shot.
off some fire crackers at the start, but we have learned that where
the noise is, he ain't, 'You never hear him move. He sleeps in the
daytime and does his work at night.

"It must be impressed and drilled into young soldiers not to

{throw away their equipmentﬂ Qur young men 'aid this at first,
and we regretted it, as later we needed’ the equipment. Ve actually
found somé of our new equipment, which had been thrown away, in
;the hands of the enemy.
‘ "Some of our men got killed because they examined Jap mortar
shells. There were hundreds of -these shot at ‘us which turned out
to be duds. The recruit§ pushed the plunge}é. Result -- instant
death.

"officers and NCO's, during shelling, should move around and
talk to the men. Quiet thgm dovn., If you doﬁ}t“do this, some of
them will walk around with.their fingers on their triggers and they
gzt to imegining things. And along this line, we learned to post

double sentinels -- one man to quiet another.

' N . .
{ "We learned to dig small covered fox holes. §1lit trenches
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are best. We had men smothered to death in too large holes. Don't
put more than 3 men in any hole unless the hole has-a support on
top big enough to stop 2,500 lb. bomb,

"Teach the young fellows to look over the ground and look in
the trees and to learn where the enemy probably will be. .THE JAPS
MILL BE IN THE TOUGHEST PLACES AND FATURALLY ON THE BEST GROUND.

”All.v; time in the Marines I have seen men bunch up,
and. I have talked about this and make my NCO's talk about this all
the time. The men seem to fear separation.

"The BFM's state that & mortar round must not be opened
until the round is ready to be fired. This, in my opinion, is im-
practical during battle, because.to deliver a large. volume. of
fire, you have to have hundreds of rounds opened and prepared for
firing. Some of the containers for the mortar rounds get wet and
have to be cut in order to get the round out. This takes up time.

On occasion, it tekes the entire ammunition squed and all available
hands to cut open ammunition. Result may be, when 'Cease firing!'

is given you have numerous rounds open. These.rounds, when ex-

posed to the atmosphere, become wet or damp, making them dangerous

to fire at a later time, because the increments won't burn uniformal-
ly and the round falls short. Ve have had a round fall as great as
600 yards short of delivery, firing at a range of 2700, I recom~
mend that additional imncrements be issued in waterproof .containers

in order to remedy this condition. Also we need additional cartridges
for misfires.

// "The Japs are man-monkeys, and they run around considerably.

In order to compete with these man-monkeys from Japan, you got to

| be in excellent shape and you got to be tough. We can lick them
!

" and we are doing it all the time, Sir.

\ "I have seen some awful attempts at individual cooking..
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However, some of my nen have pot to the point vhore they can maice
Jjan tarts.

"Sanitation -- I know it's right! To violat: it causes
billions of flics and sickness. Some lousy undisciplined recruits
defecated in fox holes, which causcd trouble in the dark. "¢ lewrncd
thet individusl cens should be buricd. Yome of the recruits throw
the empty cans in the creck. Then, T heard that the naxt bettalion
camc along end went in swimming cnd cut th.ir f-.t. When you oc-
cupy a position for scveral duys in ths tropics, the swmitstion
problem becomes tromendous. The young officers snd NCO's must

get aftor this st the start and keep after it all ths time."

LIEUTENLANUT COLONEL FRISBED, Exocutiv.: Officer, ,Scventh MVarines.

"I hope« the Amy is beine toushondd up. 72 toughcnud up by
bivouccing -- not camping -- at the combet ronees. . We lived at
tacse combot ranges. In ordsr to toach our platoons to lzi-p off
the road, wo mede the platoons mirch in the fields alongside the
rocd when thoy moved from on< combet arce to anothor.

"o insist on overhcad cover for fox holecs beceuss of the
Jepenesc mortar fire. In doing this you have to guard ageinst
the men building th.ss fox holes up too high ebove the lcvel of
the ground.

"Th. other doy wo received © peculicar ordsr which we carried
out, but in which I did not beli.ve. ™z were ordercd to esteblish
Plotoon listening posts. In my opinion I thought this wes in crror,
as the listening post should «ither be ¢ squed or « compeny. The
plitoon vis no good, &s it wes not strong ecnougn.

"Try to tesch your men not to stecl from coch othur ond cdjecent

wits. If you could do this, you will stve jyours-lf « lot of troubls."
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LIBUTEIANT COLOVEL N. i1, HANWENAIl, C.O. 24 Battslion, Seventh lMarine:
(Hedel of Hdonor men in Teiti.)

"It pays in the attack in the jungle to uss the heevy machine
puns. Thers is ¢ difference of opinion, =s you have noticed, on
this matter, It's herd work, yes, but don't overlook the valuc --
moral snd otherwise -- end don't forget zoout the high rote of fire.
If you ditch the heavy machine guns znd. substitute the lirhts in
their plece, you must rememb:r thet you will be up ercinst the
Jdapenese machine gun.

"Give more sttention to the troining of the S1mm mortcrs, ownd
he coordin: tion of thege weupons with the foot troops. Ve were
too slow in getting the 81 into wction when ther wers nccded. Get
'em into action fast,.

"Be coreful cbout withdrowing the men wnless o211 the mon know
what it is about. If you don't do this, you rre licble to moke
the men peniclty.

"Now this necxt idzno any sound stringe to someons who mry read
your notes in zn officz frr swcy, but it is ¢ vory prreticel mo_ns
of controlling & march on o winding trzil in this hot country.
"erches here in the tropicnl junzle, where the ir is hot rnd so
steemy theit there serms to be no cir, tokes @ lot out of the maﬂ.
The wesl ones will sty, wien the march goets tough, 'hold it upl!
As a2 result this will he posscd on up to the front and the column
will stop wh:n you don't went it to. So, os o result, we usc the
lotter 'H' plus ¢ numor .l mooning to helt. The lunders ind the
point know vhet nuwasrel we will usu, rnd wo chenge the numeral,
For exomple we will wmsc 'HZ' the first two hours; th.n 'H7', ctec.

" had en srmy Compeny of the —  Infentry attached to
my Bettelione They ird h:irrd so ruch ¢b ut the Jins thoy wire
scered to decth.  Soms of thuse men wire sent out on ¢ patrol and

"
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viere killed and 3 were wounded. Those not

1

while on this patro

killed or wounded were in a terrible state of mind. They must
~ learn to grit their teeth and bear it, and that we can and are beat-
ing the Japs. The Captain of this company was scared too. They
had the wrong attitude,
"I am screaming for gloves to use in handling barbed-wire.
You cannot put up a barbed-wire fence'in & hurry if you are barehanded.
"You must realize that there is such a thing as not attacking
when ordered éo do so. We have got to get to the point where the
men go ahead when ordered; and damn the hindmost. Corporals must
be indoctrinated with leadership to overcome this, and all ranks
have got to have the 'hater',
/ "Wie had a sad accident the other day. A man hung a hand grenade
on a bandolier. A vine pulled the pin --two men were killed.
Empty bandoliers are okay in which to place hand grenades. We have
had.hand grcnades left around at night. Then a Company, we will
say, gets an order to move and hand grenades are lost.
"We did not start taking quinine and atebrine soon enough when

we hit Guadalcanal. We are paying for this now."

Conference with three 2nd Lieutenants and 5 old NCO's of the
2nd Battalion, Seventh Marines.

"The basic principle of leadership in the U. S. Marine Corps
ig that thé individual is told of his responsibility in different
situations and is held to it.

"You gotta have confidence in each other. TWhen signals to
move forward are given, you must have confidence that the men next
to you will move forward even if you cannot see them. We have that
kind of confidence in this Battalion.

"We have developed signals in our Battalion which are not re-

corded in any text book. I recommend that your troops do the same,

"One night whi¥® " ebp ridge, the Japs l




/ attacked up the ridge. ¥e pulled the pins of hend grenades and- let

them roll down hill., Don't forget to count 'one Jop dead, two Jap

dead' before throwing the grenade. e had a Marine killed in this

Battalion becsuse he forgot to count, and a Jep picked up the hand

grenade and threw it back.

"Wle love the heavy machine gun,

"The Thompson sub-machine gun or carbine is ne.ded, s they
cxecute thelr sttacks enmesse. We understond the carbine will heve
more penctrating power thean the Thompson.

"3 hav: two American Indiens wo usu s 'talkers' on the
telephone or voice radio whon we went to transmit secrst or important
messeges.

"Don't forget the Jeps meke noise whsn they move too. They
are not supermen.

"Be mcan end kill 'em. Kill 'em decd. Our motto in this

Platoon is 'No prisoncrs,'"

SECOUD LIXUTENANT D. A. CLARK, Seventh Marines.
(Promoted on the field of battle -- this officer wos interviewed
in the hospitul where he wos r;cupcréting from wounds.)

"We have a lot of trouble in my Plutoon with weter discipline.
e also heve trouble with men bunching up in ofdgr to talk to. each
other. They saumﬂtg do this even though it mecens doath.

"we heve leurned to meke reconneisssnce before moving into an
arce. e scout for ﬁmbush§s. We have learncd to be quiet, listen
and look, I surc liks to ses thrt urtillgry come dovm on £n arce
before we move into it.

"The big problem which we heve not solved completsly yet to
ny mind is meinteining contact in the atﬁack between units in this
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Jjungle, especially between battalions.
"It takes guts to go up or the Japanese position to throw
grenades and to attack.
"This reconnaissance, which is so important, is also hard
! ork because the Japs mové“their defensive positions.
"I was on my first patrol here, and we were moving up a dry
| stream bed. We saw 3 Japs come dovm the river bed sut of the
k Jungle. The one in front was carrying e white flag. Te thought
i
E they were surrendering. TYhen they got up to us, they dfopped the
" white flag and then all 3 threw hand grenades, Tl killed 2 of
f‘these Japs, but 1 got away. Apparcntly they do nﬁt mind a
sacrifice in order to get information. They are tricky bastards.
"The mortars are very effective hsre, An example: We were
moving up a trail., 7¥e were stovppcd by machine gun fire. I withdrew
the platoon and spread out off the trail, forming a skirmish line,
I sent word back to the mortars to set up. They had to cut down
some trecs in order to set up properly. The OP man comes forward
and gets the azimuth and paces off the range as best he can. Then
the mortars open up."
MAJOR BUSE, Assistent G-3 on General Vandegrift's Staff.

"e have had to multiply our unit of fire in hand grenades

by five. The yellow color on hand grenades is poor. Why can't

they be painted black, as the yellow color enables the Japs to

throw them back. When we have taken a defensive position, as we
have now to protect thelairfield, due to the dense jungle we do
not take up a formation which we would use on more open terrain,
like the terrain in the States; That is, here we generally do not

establish strong points. We have a shoulder-to-shoulder defense

with mobile reserves in the rear.
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"I am being sent back for a rest. e have been in action con-
tinvally here from August 7, 1942, until this date -- Novenber 26,
1942, Vhat ve all marvel at is how General Vandegrift cen sﬁand
it so much bgtter then we do. It must be his oharacterﬁ"

GDULRAL ED SEIBRDL, Assistant Division Comnander, Americal Division,

"Je have found it profiteble to bring successful patrol leaders
back to the OF's of the mortars and artillery and let them direct
the fire. "le get these patrolsleaders baclt to these points es
soon as possiblg. The besis of this type of warfare is scouting
and patrolling.

"You asked about individuvel coolzinz, Yes, in my opinion the
troopsvshould know this, but it is not practical for units who zr:
nt close to water to cook. thet way, s they cannot clesn thair
mess gecr properly and dysentery is the result. These units put
the 'C' retion -- stew or becn -- can to thelr mouth and eat thet
wey.  You will notice ¢s you go to the 164th Infrentry that the
?egimmnt:l Commcnder is relieving units o hav. bzen t-king it
hot and hecvy from thc ecnomy, and also units who cre on th't
ridge up there whuro therc is no woter and whore the sun is boat-
ing dovm in th:t hoavy thicl tropiccl gr:ss."

MLJOR BEN, J. NORTURIDGZ, C.O. 2d Battelion, 164th Infentry.

"o like this ﬂl rifle, but we don't lilte the wa,; the front
ond shincs.

"If I could trzin my men over wgain, I would put officers and
men in slit trenches and drop bombs nearby to overcome fear. e
wore all scarsd to death at first. Let's overcome this feaf. How
ebout firing somg captured 25 caliber ammunition out of capturcd

rifles to let officers and men know the sound; also captured Jap
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machine gun ammunition out of captured machine guns.

"We are learning to get .shoes off men at night if the tactical
situation permits. If I could train my Battalion again, I would
have some maneuvers in which things were made to go wrong -- com-
munications upset, etc., and I would observe which leaders are
no good and replace them on the spot -- not later,

"I understand that in the U. S., troops in training for this
type of warfare are practicing firing at short ranges. That is
fine.

"The Japanese powder is more smokeless than ours. We need
smokeless powder." (Note; The reason the Japanese bullet, when
it is fired, does not make as much smoke is probably because not
as much powder is needed to propel a 25 caliber bullet as is needed

to send a 30 caliber bullet on its way.)

LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRANK RICHARDS, C.0. lst Battalion, 164th Infantry.
"We don't have enough ammunition carrying bags. We should have
this for the mortars. We need these bags for other types of ammuni-
tion too. I do not know how many as we have not experimented -- all
I know is we need them. We need grenade carriers too. How to carry
water and rations around in this Jjungle to the troops on the line
is a big problem.
"Train patrols in stalking certain positions. I consider this
very important, If I were training my Battalion again, I would
have training in petience. I would have patrols wait for the
enemy to expose himself. They move around too. They have to re-

lieve themselves and have to get food. I would have the men in

this patience training be made to stay still for hours at a time.

"W are not carrying mess kits -- too bulky."




CAPTAIN H, L. CROOX, C.0. 3d Battalion, 164th Infantry.

"We need better trained scouts. The poor scouts lose their

lives.

“When we first got here the Japanese fooled us as they like

' to place their machine guns on the reverse slope of the ridge,

shooting upwards.

"Our rifle grenades have bzen effective against hidden machine
gun positions. You have tg KILL these Japs before they will leave.
Just tﬁrning a large volume of fire in his direction will not make
him leave.

"The time to have air observation is when we attack. At
other times when our planes go over, the Japanese keep down and
keep still."

CAPTAIN JOHN A. GOSSETT, C.0. Company H, 164th Infantry.

"Teach the men capacities of the hand grenades; and handling
men! I thought I knew‘hOW'to handle men, but since I have been
here I have revised my ideas as I have learned a great deal. I

have learned the primitive, rough and tumble way. You can't pat

- all men on the back., 7You have to be rough with some men in order

to get results. It is not my nature to be rough, but I am forcing
myself, and I have learned which of my men I can pat on the back
and which I have to deal with in the hardest manner."
CAPTAIN JOEN A. DAWSON, C.0. Company B, 164th Infantry.

"If I céuld train my company again, I would have some maneuvers
on which the men were deprived of food, Watef and comforts in
order to find out which NCO's and men can't take it. I would
relieve these people. This typs of maneuver would teach men to
know and expect hardships. It will lsssen the shock when they

come up against the real thing in the presence of the enemy.




"It is important that the entire squad know the BAR. Mot just
2 men. Reason, think of the BAR men who are wounded, get killed,
and become sick and have to be evacuated.

"They don't appreciate the principle of reconnaissance here,
or give us time for this very important thing. We must have time
to do this as it saves lives and puts us in the proper position,

"Our Battalion Pioneer Section must have better and more com-
plete training in carrying food, water and ammunition and in cut-
ting trails."

SERGEANT L. R. LANG, Platoon Sergeant, Company E, 164th Infantry.

“Are we getting more small hand radios? Man, they're sure
needed, for communication within the Company and within the Battalion
is tough.

"Sir, are our men in the U. S. receiving individual training?

I notice here that when I have to put 2 men out for say 48 hours,
most of the men are upset unless they have a NCO along.
/ "For Pete's sake, Sir, teach the men not to be 'trigger happy!.
f (Note: An expression used on Guadalcanal for men who are very

nervous and who fire without sseing the enemy. This type of man

is dangerous and has caused a lot of trouble. He has also given l
the position away.)

"Are we getting a glass sight for the ML for sniper work?"

- - . - . - -

SERGEANT D. L. GOLDEN, Company F, 164th Infantry.

(Note by Col. D. E. Moore, C.0., 164th Infantry: Sergeant Golden

is an outstanding NCO in this Regiment.)

\ "The biggest thing I have lesrned since I hit Guadalceanal is

that the Japanese camouflage is miles ahead of ours. Their in-

dividual can camouflage himself a lot better than ours. We must

I




practice and train in this.

/ "Every men should be equipped with a compass, and must know
Q0w to use tae conswss, The dumbbeils wio don't know how to use
one nave to be e'lpsd instead of teing able to help themselves.
Those who don't kaow how to use a coaiss can't help you or their
NCOts.,

"I have besn on 20 oztrols in thz last 40 days, and in most
all of these natr vis w» wend out from 2 to 5 miles. Gotting com-

municetions Lack to zun position ‘s an awful oroblem. Can you

ct
oy
(‘)

nelp us?!
IISUTZNANT JOHN S. JRA'ES, Platoon icader, Company C, 1l64th
Iniantry.

"The bigeest “hing I nove lcorned since I hit this island is

thet lsedorsiip ar . d injtictive is so i-wortent hare. The Platoon
Leader can only Orz in onc soot at & timc, and men must bo trainsd

to act coryuctly on twir own. I nieve nover semn tinds wyp: of

training

SERGEART %, V. TIE'ISS, Squed Leader, Oompany G, 154th Infantry.
"Sir, 1 wo'uld likc to szy tact thers is no plecc for recruits

acre.  Ww need  trained soliders who heve initiative and know vhat

is the ri-nt t hing to do. Thc junslz here is so thick thot the

Squed Inadors ceanrot get around 211 of tac time to soo the man and

.2 all, Pletoon Serguant, -Conmuny G, 104th
Infentry.

"e wiant bettor ficld glesses. Jan't we g3ut ¢ glass for snot—

ting non in foliagey and slong this line how sbout soaz tra’ning



in shooting at vague targets, at close ranges, in dense woods. And,
Sir, I would suggest some training in throwing hand grenades in woods.
SERGEANT C. W. ARROWOOD, Company F, l164th Infantry.

"My message for you to take back, Colonel, is to stress real
scouting and patrolling and to teach them to go the hard way.

"I have been on 15 patrols, and each time a patrol was fired
on, the man with a net on his helmet drew the fire. I have seen
25 caliber bullets go through our new helmet; so, as for me, I
use a fatigue field hat. (Note: I talked to a man who showed me
his steel helmet with a 25 caliber bullet hole in it. The man
received a slight head wound. He was convinced, and so am I, that
if he had not had on his steel helmet when this bullet was fired
at him, he would have been killed.)

"The Jap knee mortar gives us hell. They come in fast, thick
and accurate. Can't we have one?"
COLONEL B. E. MOORE, C.0. 164th Infantry.
(Note: When I saw Colonel loore, he was interviewing a patrol and
patrol leader who had just come back. They had beeﬁ on a recon-
naissance for 15 hours. The patrol leader had been met at an ad-
vance position and, as he had valuable informetion of the eneny,
he was conducted by 'jeep!' to the observation post of the artillery
where he directed artillery fire; then returned to the Colonel
where he made his report. The patrol and its leader were nearly
oxhausted. Colonel Moore had on hand smell semple bottles of brandy
which he issued one small sample bottle to each two men. He made
them dilute this brandy with water in their canteen cups. It was
noticeable that this helped them. The following interview took place

after the patrol had been dismissed. One could not be around
Wk G T e iy A
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Colonel Moore very loﬁg without realizing that he is a leader and
Aegimental Cowmander, in cvery sensc of the word.)

"The M1 rifls is & fine rifls., It is doing fine work here.

"Tne grestost problem is lsaders, aid you have to find some
way to wead out the wesak onecs. The'ﬁlatboanEaders who cannot comn—
mand, who cannot forsec things, and who ¢amnot act on the sour of
the moment in an cmergency are a distinet detrimong.

"It is hot here, as you cén sens “Hun stragyle; tucy get
headl exhaustion. They come.but vomiting end throwing away equip-—-
ment. The leaders mist be leaders and they must be alert to
establish straggler lines and STOP this thing.

"The men have been téught t0 take. sélt, tablets, but the leaders
don't see to this. Result, hect exhanstion.

Miany of the junior ocders have-not used their heads =t times.
In their training, I recommend'jbu put.them up against sitvetions
where they HUST use heir heads, Tor exenple, C.0. Company L
renorts he had only 35 men; thet the rest had heat exhavstion. He
did not have sense cenough to-rest his men, make thom take salt, etc.

"The good leaders -scem to get Filled;.

the poor leaders get. the

)

men killed., The bilg problem is leadersiip and getting the shoulder
straps on the right peonle.

ot one man in 50 can lead a patrql'in this jqngle. If you
can find out who thec good patrol leaders arc before you hit‘the
combat zone, you have-found: out someihing,

"T have had £0 get rid of sbout 25 ofiicers because they just
weren't leaders! I had to MAKE the Battalion Gommender woed out
the noor Junior leaders. This proccss ig.continuovs. Our junior
leaders arc finding out that tacy must know wmore abovt thzir men.

"Tha good leaders know their men,!

~42—-




Notes given by a U. S. larine on Guadalcanal:

"For patrols from 1 to 10 days duration I suggest a pack

whose contents are as follows:
The top half of our present pack to contain:

Dehydrated rations and type "D" rations for the period
expected,

1 or 2 canteens, depending on the terrain in which you
are operating.

Medical kit containing: bandaids, sulfa, atebrine,
salve for protection against skin infection,
tablets for the purification of water of a squad's
canteens.

1 cake of soap

1 pair extra socks

1 pair shoe laces

1 shirt, flannel or woolen

All above in rubber bag.

1 poncho
1 can of o0il and cleaning gear for weapon, where such
is not part of the weapon you carry.

The following eguipment:

Good field glasses for all leaders down to serpgeants in
rifle units, and to squad leaders in weapons squads.

Compass - same distribution

Bush knife, 12" blade, made of good steel, for all hands

Helmet for all

Camouflage net for all helmets

Mosquito net, head, for all

Intrenching shovel for all

e need a rubber bag which will keep everything dry and can
be used for floating contents across streams. Must be light and
rugged.

I alse favor canvas leggings, greased shoes and hobnails for
footing in climbing hills, a pair of flannel gloves for protection
against insects while sleeping.

Officers and men must be in identical uniform."
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CLOSE-UP OF GUADALCANAL
OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 1942

VERBATIM STATEMENTS OF PARTICIPANTS

INTRODUCTION

1. The contents of this training bulletin are based entirely upon a
document prepared by Lieutenant Colonel Russell P. Reeder, Jr., Infantry,
entitled “Notes on Jungle Warfare from the U. S. Marines and U. S. In-
fantry on Guadalcanal Island”.

2. The document prepared by Lieutenant Colonel Reeder presented the
information in the form of a series of interviews with a total of 59 officers
and enlisted men who had been and were engaged in combat just before and
at the time they were interviewed.

3. The matter presented was so well selected, so timely and so re-
sponsive to a multitude of questions which have been asked by Infantry
personnel in recent months that it was decided to produce it in this form.

4. It was the opinion of the School that the matter presented would
have an enhanced training value if rearranged to assemble the opinions
and conclusions of various individuals upon various subjects to facilitate
comparison and thereby permit the reader more readily to draw his own
conclusions.

5. At the same time, it was felt that the authenticity inherent in
verbatim statements of those with recent combat experience should be re-
tained. Accordingly, the main body of the bulletin which bears the title
given it by the original author is made up of statements which are sub-
stantially verbatim. Each passage quoted from the statement of a particu-
lar individual is followed by a number in parentheses. The identity of the
speaker can be established in each case by referring to the “References”
immediately following this introduction.

6. The conclusions which follow the main body of the bulletin were
prepared by Lieutenant Colonel Reeder and published as a part of the
original document. They represent his views and not necessarily those of

the Infantry School.
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REFERENCES

The subject matter contained in this document consists entirely of
substantially verbatim quotations from officers and enlisted men who have
seen active service against the Japanese in New Guinea and Guadalcanal.
Observations made by Lieutenant Colonel Russell P. Reeder, Jr., Infantry,
who originally collected the information, are given in parentheses followed
by the initial “R”. Explanatory observations made by school personnel
are given in parentheses with no signature. Each quoted statement is
followed by a numeral, also in parentheses. The various numerals refer
to the following personnel who were interviewed.

(1) Major General Archer A. Vandergrift, commanding 1st Marine
Division.
(2) Colonel G. C. Thomas, U.S.M.C., C of S, 1st Marine Division.
(8) Colonel Merritt A. Edson, C.0., 5th Marines. Colonel Edson
formerly commanded the Marine “Raider Battalion.” He has been recom-
mended by General Vandergrift for the Medal of Honor.
(4) Sergeant Major B. Metzger, 5th Marines. Sergeant Metzger,
when interviewed, had recently been promoted from first sergeant.
(5) Platoon Sergeant H. R. Strong, Company “A”, 5th Marines.
(6) Platoon Sergeant F. T. O’Fara, Company “B”, 5th Marines.
(7) Platoon Sergeant R. A. Zullo, Company “C”, 5th Marines.
(8) Corporal W. A. McCluskey, Company “D”, 5th Marines.
(9) Second Lieutenant Andrew Chisick, 5th Marines.
(10) Marine Gunner E. S. Rust, 5th Marines.
(11) Gunnery Sergeant H. L. Beardsley, Company “G”, 5th Marines.
(12) Platoon Sergeant J. C. L. Hollinsworth, Company “H”, bth
Marines.
(18) Platoon Sergeant George E. Aho, Company “F”, 5th Marines.
(14) Corporal J. S. Stankus, Company “E”, 5th Marines.
(15) Second Lieutenant H. M. Davis, 5th Marines. Lt. Davis was
promoted on the field of battle.
(16) Platoon Sergeant C. M. Feagin, Company “I”, 5th Marines.
(17) Motor Section Sergeant T. E. Rumbley, Company “I”, 5th
Marines.
(18) Corporal Fred Carter, Company “I”, 5th Marines.
(19) Sergeant O. J. Marion, Company “L’”, 5th Marines. Sergeant
Marion was a platoon guide.
(20) Corporal E. J. Byrne, Company “L”, 5th Marines.
(21) Corporal F. R. McAllan, Company “L”, 5th Marines.
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(22) Platoon Sergeant C. C. Arndt, Hq. and Serv. Company, 5th
Marines.

(28) Colonel Demuth, Division Artillery Commander.

(24) Colonel Amor Le R. Sims, C.0., 7th Marines.

(25) Lieutenant Colonel L. B. Puller, C.0., 1st Bn., Tth Marines.
Lieutenant Colonel Puller was recommended by General Vandergrift for
the Medal of Honor for leading his battalion, with seven wounds, continual-
ly for 24 hours.

(26) Five noncommissioned officers of the 1st Bn., Tth Marines
selected by Lieutenant Colonel Puller.

(27) Lieutenant Sheppard, 7th Marines. He was promoted on the
field of battle.

(28) Master Gunnery Sergeant R. M. Fowle, 7th Marines. Sergeant
Fowle had 24 years service with the Marines.

(29) Lieutenant Colonel Frisbee, Executive Officer, 7th Marines.

(380) A group of three second lieutenants and five old NCO’s of the
2d Bn., 7th Marines.

(81) Second Lieutenant D. A. Clark, 7th Marines.

(32) Major Buse, Assistant G-8, 1st Marine Division.

(33) Brigadier General Ed Sebree, Assistant Division Commander.

(834) Major Ben J. Northridge, C.0., 2d Bn., 164th Infantry.

(85) Lieutenant Colonel Frank Richards, C.O., 1st Bn., 164th In-
fantry.

(86) Captain John 0. Gossett, commanding Company “H”, 164th
Infantry.

(37) Captain John A. Dawson, commanding Company “B”, 164th
Infantry. )

(38) Sergeant L. R. Lang, Platoon Sergeant, Company “E”, 164th
Infantry.

(89) Sergeant D. L. Golden, Company “F”, 164th Infantry.

(40) Lieutenant J ohn S. Graves, Platoon Leader, Company “C”,
164th Infantry.

(41) Sergeant W. V. Demoss, Squad Leader, Company “C”, 164th
Infantry.

(42) Staff (Platoon) Sergeant A. L. Chapman, Company “G”, 164th
Infantry.

(48) Sergeant C. W. Arrowood, Company “F”, 164th Infantry.

(44) Colonel B. E. Moore, commanding 164th Infantry.

(45) An unidentified Marine NCO.

(46) Major Lou Walt, C.0O., 2d Bn,, 5th Marines.

(47) Captain H. L. Crook, C.0., 3d Bn.,, 164th Infantry. .

(48) Lieutenant Colonel N. H. Hannekan, C.0., 2d Bn., 7th Marines.
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NOTES ON JUNGLE WARFARE FROM THE U. S.
MARINES AND U. S. INFANTRY ON
GUADAIL.CANAL ISLAND

Section I
LEADERSHIP AND USE OF STAFF

1. COMMAND QUALITIES.—a. Our successful commanders are
invariably those who understand the use of infantry weapons. (2)

b. This leadership business resolves itself down to being hard-boiled.
By that I mean getting rid of the poor leaders, even if you like them per-
sonally, because this is a life and death affair. This goes right on down to
the noncoms. (3)

¢. Ilike the Marines better than the Army because the average Marine
officer is closer to his men than the average Army officer whom I have
observed. We have comradeship in the Marine Corps. (13)

d. Our battalion commander wants every last man in our battalion
to know as much as he does about the situation. It pays. (13) Some-
times the information does not get down to us and then we are really in
the dark. When we get the orders and information we can get in there
and pitch better. (21)

¢. Our battalion commanders know that if they need help they must
ask for it and not just try to bull things through. That enables the regi-
ments to act as teams in the right manner and in the right direction. (24)

f. Pick your officers for common sense. That is of greater value than
all the words in the book. I am two deep in my battalions in regard to
battalion C.0.’s. That is, each one of my battalion executives is a potential
battalion commander. (24)

g. I back up my executive officer. I never see a battalion commander
or a staff officer about administration unless they see the executive officer
first. My executive officer and I are a team. (24)

h. A regimental commander cannot be impatient. Don’t push
your battalion commanders unless you feel there is a reluctance on
their part. (24)

i. When handling my companies, I take the company commander’s
word for what is going on. You have to do this to get anywhere. (25)

7. Calling back commanding officers to battalion and regimental CPs to
say “How are things going?”’ is awful! (25)

k. Officers and noncommissioned officers, during shelling, should
move around and talk to the men. Quiet them down. If you don’t do this,
some of them will walk around with their fingers on their triggers and
they get to imagining things. (28)
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l. You gotta’ have confidence in each other. When gignals to move
forward are given, you must have confidence that the men next to you
will move forward even if you can’t see them. We have that kind of confi-
dence in this battalion. (30)

m. We have been in action continually here from August 7, 1942, until
this date—November 26, 1942. What we all marvel at is how General
Vandergrift can stand it so much better than we do. It must be his
character. (32)

n. Teach the men how to handle men. I thought I knew how, but since
I have been here I have learned a lot and revised my ideas. I have learned
the primitive rough and tumble way. You can’t pat all men on the back.
You have to be rough with some men in order to get results. I have
learned which men I can pat on the back and which I have to deal with in
the hardest manner. (36)

0. (Note: When I saw Colonel Moore he was interviewing a patrol
and patrol leader who had just come back. They had been on a reconnais-
sance for 15 hours. The patrol leader had been met at an advance position
and, as he had valuable information of the enemy, he was conducted by
jeep to the observation post of the artillery where he directed artillery
fire; then returned to the colonel and made his report. The patrol and its
leader were nearly exhausted. Colonel Moore had on hand small sample
bottles of brandy which he issued one to each two men. One could not be
around Colonel Moore very long without realizing that he is a leader in
every sense of the word. (R)

p. The greatest problem is leaders, and you have to find some way to
weed out the weak ones. The platoon leaders who cannot command, who
cannot foresee things, and who cannot act on the spur of the moment in an
emergency are a distinct detriment. It is hot here. Men straggle. They
get heat exhaustion. They come out vomiting and throwing away equip-
ment. The leaders must be leaders and they must be alert to stop this sort
of thing. The men have been taught to take salt tablets but the leaders
don’t see to this. Many of the junior leaders have not used their heads at
times. In their training I recommend you put them up against situations
where they must use their heads. For example, C.0. Company .... reports
he has only 35 men; that the rest had heat exhaustion. He did not have
sense enough to rest his men, make them take salt, etc. The good leaders
seem to get killed. The poor leaders get the men killed. The big problem
is leadership and getting the shoulder straps on the right people. Not one
man in 50 can lead a patrol in this jungle. If you can find out who the good
patrol leaders are before you hit the combat zone, you have found out some-
thing. I have had to get rid of about 25 officers because they were just not
leaders. I had to make the battalion commanders weed out the poor junior
leaders. Our junior leaders are finding out that they must know more
about their men. The good leaders do. (44) -
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2. USE OF STAFF.—a. I make my staff officers get out of this CP
—not to snoop on the troops but to help the battalions and acquaint them-
selves with the general situation. (24)

b. The staffs are twice as large as they should be, The regimental staff
is too large. I have five staff officers in the battalion and I could get along
with less. (25) ‘

Section II
CONTROL

8. a. This campaign has been fought with almost a total absence of
paper work. We have gotten over that jump by continuous close personal
contact, between troop commanders and the staff. (2)

b. Offensive action is the most difficult to support as you cannot tell
exactly where your troops are. The principle of the command post up and
to the front is certainly correct. (3)

¢. In the advance in a jungle it is hard for a platoon leader to keep
control of his men. Corporals and their men must be taught to act individ-
ually. (15)

d. In the jungle don’t put troops into a skirmish line until actual
physical contact is made. Keep them in squad columns with two scouts in
front of each squad. Sometimes use connecting files between columns.
Each man should know the objective. I make my platoon leaders designate
an objective every hundred yards in the jungle, and they work to it and
reorganize. They don’t push off for the next objective until they get word
from the company commander. I control my companies exactly the same
way. I set up objectives for each company. When the companies reach
their objective they report. After the reorganization we go ahead. (46)

e. This idea may sound strange to someone who reads your notes in
an office far away, but it is a very practical means of controlling a march
on a winding trail in this hot country. Marches here, where the air is hot
and so steamy that there seems to be no air, takes a lot out of the men. The
weak ones will say when the march gets tough, “Hold it up.” This will be
passed on up to the front and the column will stop when you don’t want it
to. We adopted the use of the letter “H” plus a numeral meaning to halt.
The leaders and the point know what numeral we will use, and we change
the numeral. For example, we will use “H2” the first two hours; then “H7”
ete. (48)

f. The big problem which we have not solved completely yet to my
mind, is maintaining contact in the attack between units in this jungle,
especially between battalions. (31)

¢g. My flank men in each squad in the advance are responsible for
maintaining contact with the squads on the right and left. Of course we
have a base squad. (9)
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Section IIT
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER

4. JAPANESE.—qa. The Japanese soldier fights with fanaticism and
never surrenders. Officers about to be captured sometimes commit sui-
cide. (2)

b. The Jap is no superman. With proper training our Americans are
better, as they think better as individuals. Encourage your individuals
and bring them out. (3)

¢. We had nine men killed in one company in the last assault. Four
were killed by a wounded sniper who had three holes in him. He was lying
in thick brush 15 yards from my CP. He was camouflaged and had been
passed over for dead. You have to kill them to put them out. (46)

d. The Japanese is not an individual fighter. He won’t fight with a
bayonet unless backed up by a dozen other Japs. (46)

e. You can tell Jap troops in the distance by their short, choppy
step. (22) This is true and we think the reason for their short, choppy
stride is that they wear wooden shoes in Japan. (3)

f. If you shoot the Japanese officers, the men mill around. Their
noncoms are poor. You can tell their officers by their sabers and leather
puttees. (26)

g. The Japanese do a lot of yelling at times, and at other times they
are deadly silent. One night some Japs got in our marching column. We
discovered them and bayoneted them. (27)

h. The Japs are man-monkeys and they run around considerably. In
order to cope with these man-monkeys from Japan you have got to be in
excellent shape and you got to be tough. We can lick them and we are doing
it all the time. (28)

1. You have to kill these Japs before they will leave. Just turning a
large volume of fire in his direction will not make him leave. (47)

5. AMERICAN.—a. I believe, sir, we baby our soldiers too much in
peace time. I hope we are not doing this now. We should get rid of the
gold bricks. It is better to be shorthanded with good men around than
have a lot of undependables. (13)

b. If I could train my company again 1 would have some maneuvers
on which the men were deprived of food, water and other comforts in
order to find out which NCOs and men could take it. I would relieve those
people who could not “take it.” (37)

¢. The Jap tricks, noises and infiltration have little effect on good
troops. These hold their positions and fight them when they come up. (2)

d. Your men have to be rough and rugged, and to win they must learn
to disregard politeness and to kill. (4)

e. I would like to tell you that a man’s keenness or dullness of eye may
determine whether he will live or die. Ten men in my platoon were killed
because they walked up on a Japanese 37-mm gun. (7)

(7)



f. I have been in the Marines 16 years, in three expeditions to China
and in five engagements since I have been in the Solomons. I will say this
1942 model recruit we are getting can drink more water than six old
timers. We have too many noncoms in the Marines who are namby-pamby
and beat around the bush. I think when officers make a noncom they
should go over in their minds, “What kind of NCO will he make in the
field?” (11)

9. The men have to be trained individually, for when the fire fight
starts the corporal can’t see all of his men. Further, when the order for
the attack is given, any number of men are unable to see the men on their
right or left. It takes guts for men to get up and move forward when the
signal is given. The men have to depend on one another and have confi-
dence in each other. (19)

h. This regiment can out-yell the Japs, out-fight them, out-bayonet
them and out-shoot them. This yelling, as in hand-to-hand action, is im-
portant. (24)

1. Under stress men get nervous, particularly when alone. We learned
to post double sentinels—one man to quiet the other. (28)

7. All my time in the Marines I have seen men bunch up. I have talked
about this and made my noncoms talk about it all the time. The men seem
to fear separation. (28)

k. A leader can be in only one spot at one time. Men must be trained to
act correctly on their own. I have never seen this type of training. (40) 1
would like to say that there is no place for recruits here. We need trained
soldiers who have initiative and know what is the right thing to do. The
jungle here is so thick that the squad leaders cannot get around all the
time to see the men and tell them what to do. (41)

(8)



Section 1V
AMERICAN TACTICS AND METHODS

6. GENERAL.—q. In training for this type of warfare, go back to
the tactics of the French and Indian days. This is not meant facetiously.
Study their tactics and fit in our modern weapons and you have a solution.
(1)

b. Most of the fighting here has been carried out at extremely close
range and there has been as much throwing of hand grenades as firing of
weapons. (2)

7. NIGHT OPERATIONS.—We have carefully avoided night attacks,
making all of our offensive moves by day. Our officers feel that the Japs
have placed so much stress on night fighting that they cannot or do not
fight well at all in the daytime. (2)

8. INITIATIVE.—a. Try to get the Japs on the move; keep them
bouncing around; don’t let them get set When you let them get set they
are hard to get out. (24)

b. Sergeant Dietrich of Company “I”, 5th Marines, recently used his
head. One night when the Japs advanced, a Jap jumped into Sergeant
Dietrich’s foxhole. Dietrich pulled the pin of a hand grenade and jumped
out. There was a hell of an explosion and one less Nip. (18)

¢. After the Japs have been located, my platoon has gained surprise
by moving in first with bayonets and grenades. (6)

. 9. COORDINATED ACTION.—We had the Japs surrounded with
their backs to the river. (See figure 1). The three battalions were in close
contact with the enemy. It was obvious that we had a large number sur-
rounded and the best way to get them out was to put artillery and mortar
fire on them. The problem was to put this fire on the enemy and not on
our own troops. The movement which we executed was carefully coordi-
nated with the artillery and the mortars. Each battalion, at a certain
time, was to withdraw just before the firing started. We were careful to
explain to the men what we were doing so they did not get a mistaken idea
of the order for withdrawing. The maneuver was successful. Over 500
Japanese were killed in this action. We lost 44 killed and 63 wounded. Our
men were not hurt by the artillery and mortar fire, of course, but were
killed and wounded in the fighting which took place before the withdrawal.
After the firing ceased, we went in and mopped up in hand-to-hand fight-

ing. (24)
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10. COMBAT INTELLIGENCE.—a. Perhaps of greatest assistance
to us have been captured orders and maps. A great deal of information has
been gotten from captured diaries. Qur interpreters on the spot were able
to get, from captured orders, information on which we successfully oper-

ated at once. It causes me to want never to write another order.

b. Our battalion commanders know that in reporting information at

once they are enabling the regiment to act as a team.
(10)

(24)



. The forward observer of the artillery has
able information. Our system is to put the artill

furnished me with valu-
ery observer group with

each battalion and keep the liaison officer with the regiment. (24)

11. THE ADVANCE. —a. My battalion,

moving through jungle

country, acting alone, operates as follows (figure 2) :
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A platoon of “D” Company (heavy machine gu
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e

ns) is attached to each

rifle company because of the heavy country. “C” Company watches the
rear. Each company is responsible for its flank. This is a time-tested and

proven formation which works. If attacked from
In marching or in camp we have learned that you
defense. (25)
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b. We have learned that when we get off the beaten trails it seems
to confuse the Japs and we have better success. (10)

c. After contact you crawl in the advance—unless you are to charge
and make it. The reason for this is that all men hit are hit from the knees
up except for ricochets. We have crawled up to within 25 yards of a
machine gun firing over our backs. The Japs don’t depress their machine
guns. (19)

12. CHANGE OF MISSION FOR UNIT IN CONTACT.—Our bat-
talion commanders have learned not to pull a company out of action to use
it elsewhere. Send another company from somewhere else. If you make
the mistake of milling around, as we call it, you will expend men’s lives. 1

have never seen it fail to cost twice as much as an original commitment
would. (24)

13. SUPPORTING ARMS.—a. Artillery. (1) The work of our ar-
tillery has been exceptional. Our forward observers have been right in
the front line and artillery fire has caused the enemy many casualties. (2)

(2) We have learned we have to fire a 360 degree traverse here.
Also, due to the way these Japs crawl around in the jungle, we have to pay
much attention to the local security of artillery positions. (23)

(3) Don’t spare your artillery. Every time you get enough in-
formation, even if the target is not profitable, get artillery fire on it. They
hate it. (24)

(4) Are you teaching your regimental commanders to understand
how to use artillery? (24)

(5) We have found it profitable to bring successful patrol leaders
back to the OPs of the mortar and artillery and let them direct the fire.
We get them back as soon as possible. The basis of this method of operation
is scouting and patrolling. (33)

b. Aviation. The time to have air observation is when we attack.
At other times when our planes go over, the Japs keep down and keep
still. (47)

14. RESERVERS.—a. I think reserves in the attack should be kept up
close so they can be committed immediately. The reserve company com-
mander continually reconnoiters and is ready to commit his company at
once when ordered. If the reserve company is not on its toes, and must
take time out for reconnaissance, the delay may make their effort useless.
The situation may change. I keep my best company commander in re-
serve. (46)

b. The Japanese attacks have come on a narrow front at rather widely
separated points. Captured orders and operations maps have shown they
were intended to be, but were not, simultaneous attacks. This lack of coor-
dination has permitted us to shift our all too small reserves from one area
to another. (2)

¢. You cannot clear out all the snipers before you advance. You can
get those that are left by the use of small groups from the reserves. (3)

(12)



15. DEFENSE.—a. Our orders to Marines on the perimeter defense
are: “You stay on your position and do not pull back. If they bust through
you, we will plug the hole, but you stay there.” (24)

b. When we take a defensive position, as we have now to protect the
air field, due to the dense jungle we do not take up a formation which we
would use on more open terrain, such as that in the States. Here we gener-
ally do not establish strong points. We have a shoulder-to-shoulder defense
with mobile reserves in the rear. (32)

¢. (1) We have learned from the Nips to make the “stand up covered
Japanese spider hole.” (15) See figure 3.

FIGURE 3.

(2) We learned to dig small, covered foxholes. Slit trenches are
best. We had men smother to death in holes that were too large. Don’t put
more than three men in any hole unless the hole has a support on top
big enough to stop a 500-pound bomb. (28) We insist: on overhead cover
for foxholes because of the Jap mortar fire. In doing this you have to guard
against the men building these foxholes up too high above the level of the
groufllg.' gEglz]EPTION.—a. The Japanese night attacks have limitfad ob-
jectives. Sometimes withdrawing after dark(g much as 50 yards will fool

on’t know where you are.
themb?lf }g;);nv;’se trick to draw our fire Was.for the .hidden Jap to.work
his bolt back and forth. Men who got sucked in on this and tjlred without
seeing what they were firing at, generally drew automatic fire from

another direction. (18) (13)



17. SECURITY.—a. When we move around on these jungle trails we
have learned to put men with light loads at the rear of each platoon so
they can get their weapons into action quickly to help overcome ambush
fire from the rear. (12) I was in one advance when the Japs let us come
through and then rose up out of covered foxholes and shot us in the back.
The best cure for that is a rear guard looking toward the rear. (19)

b. We have learned to make reconnaissance before moving into an
area. We have learned to be quiet, listen and look. We sure like to see that
artillery come down on an area before we move into it. (31)

18. SECRECY.—a. Unnecessary firing gives your position away and
when you give your position away here you pay for it. (14)

b. Discontinue the use of the tracer for night firing. They give away
your position. (3)

¢. Smoking stops at dark and you have got to be quiet. (3) We have
learned to be quiet, listen and look. (81) We are learning the hard way to
move quietly in this jungle. (16)

d. We have to use flaghlights at night sometimes because we have no
luminous sights on the mortars. This flashlight business is dangerous. (17)

e. We have two American Indians whom we use to talk on the tele-
phone or voice radio when we want to transmit secret or important mes-
sages. (30)

f. In the Raiders we used nicknames for the officers. All ranks used
them. We did this because the Nips caught on to the names of the officers
and would yell or speak in the night, “This is Captain Joe Smith talking;
“A” Company withdraw to the next hill.” So we adopted nicknames as
code words. Captain Walt became “Silent Lou.” My nickname was “Red
Knight.” An example of the use of these nicknames as code words is: One
night the Japs put down smoke and yelled, “Gas.” We were green at that
time and two of our companies withdrew leaving “A” Company exposed
on both flanks. In this instance I was a battalion commander. Captain Walt
called me on the voice radio to inform me of the situation. He was cautious
and used the nickname as follows: He said, “Who is speaking ?”’ and I said,
“Red.” He said, ‘“What name do you identify with ‘Silent’?” I said, “Lou.”
He said, “That is correct.” So we both knew that we were talking to each
other and were not talking to the enemy. He explained the situation to me.
At the end of his conversation a voice broke in and said in perfect English,
“Qur situation here, Colonel Edson, is excellent. Thank you, sir.” This was
the enemy speaking. (38)
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Section V
JAPANESE TACTICS AND METHODS

19. a. All of the Japanese attacks have been on a narrow front at
rather widely separated points. These were mass attacks and although cap-
tured orders and operations maps show that they were intended to be
simultaneous, they were not. Our feeling is that his failure to estimate the
terrain difficulties caused the lack of coordination. We believe the enemy
has dispersed his efforts and therefore has failed to make any gain at any
one point. When given his choice, he operates exclusively at night. He at-
tacks practically en masse, The result for him has been almost complete
annihilation in every case. As far as we can determine, these various at-
tacking groups are started out, and there are indications that they pass
out of real control of their higher leaders. We have never seen anything to

indicate that any effort has been reinforced after the initial push has been
made. (2)

b. Here is an example of a Japanese attack. We were on the Matanikau
river. (See figure 4).

JAP TERRITORY e
lanikqy

N

River

JAP  BEACHHEAD
150 JAPS IN HERE

FIGURE 4.

Our companies were at half strength. This was a Raider battalion, plus
two companies of the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines. The Japanese beachhead
was a thick jungle with camouflaged, standing-type foxholes. fl‘hey .had
with them in their beachhead six heavy machine guns and eight light
machine guns which we captured in this action. At 6:30 PM they smoked
our two light companies and when the smoke had epveloped these com-
panies the Japs broke out. They came in mass formation, 20 abregst, yell-
ing, bayonets fixed, automatic weapons working, rear ranks throwing hand
grenades. They were trying to escape to the sand plt at the mouth of the
river in order to cross the river and get back. Our right front company had
(15)



just completed a double-apron, barbed wire fence. When the Japs hit the
left flank of the right company they killed nine out of the first 11 men they
met. Then they hit the barbed wire. Two of our machine guns opened up,
shooting down along this barbed wire fence, and dispersed their attack.
It got dark—quickly, as it does here. There were smoke, Japs and Marines
all mixed up. Three Jap officers were swinging their two-handed swords.
There was hand-to-hand fighting all night long. We mopped them up at
daybreak. We killed 78 Japs. They killed 12 Marines and wounded 26 of us.
(46)

o. The Japs hit hell out of our advance guard points. They don’t wait
with the idea of getting more men. They seek to delay us. When the point
goes down, teach men to get behind big trees if close by, not behind saplings.
(26)

20. DEFENSE.—a. The Japs defend on the low ground in the jungles.
They dig standing trenches, extremely well camouflaged. (3)

b. When we first got here the Japs fooled us, as they like to place
their machine guns on the reverse slope of a ridge, shooting upward. (47)

¢. Their outpost at times is in trees. I saw one tree which was rotten
inside. The Japs had a light machine gun and gunner down inside and they
had built a trap door on our side. Every once in a while the door would
open, and they would poke the machine gun out and fire. We took care of
this. (26)

21. FIRING METHODS.—a. The Japanese fire is not always aimed.
It is harassing fire and scares recruits. Get the recruits so they are used
to overhead fire. (26)

b. The Japs sometimes put their machine guns in trees. On one occa-
sion a 60-mm mortar crew was firing from a reverse slope. They fired two
or three rounds. Then a Jap machine gun opened up from a banyan tree
which was high enough to look down on the mortar position and killed
three and wounded two of the crew. (26)

22. Japs who have infiltrated, signal to each other with their rifles by
the number of shots. We get these birds by constant patrolling. A lot of
these Japs who infiltrate have radios. Think of the advantage of this in
respect to artillery fire, mortar fire, location of troops, etc. My platoon
found nine Japs slipping behind our lines. (26) We have killed 38 Japs
behind our lines, during the period August 7 to November 29, 1942. (29)

23. SNIPERS.—a. The Japanese infiltrate as many snipers as it is
reported they did in Bataan and Malaya. These things have little effect on
good troops who hold their position, which they can do with safety, and
fight them when they come up. So far as I have been able to determine,
though we have had hundreds of snipers in our position, only one man hag
been killed by a sniper. We usually get every one of them. Don’t worry
about them. They are ducks on the pond when daylight comes. (2) Sir,
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the first thing I would like to say is that this Japanese sniper business
has been overemphasized. They talked and talked about them and made
these young men of mine jittery. You can’t see the sniper anyway until you
start your attack, and as his fire, until the attack starts, is very inaccurate
there is no use to worry. I think this sniper business should be debunked.
They hide under a banyan tree and just poke their muzzles through a hole
and fire indiscriminately. When the attack starts they will come out. Those
you by-pass in the attack must be mopped up later. (28) The Japanese
snipers are really annoying. You can’t clear them all out before you ad-
vance, but they won’t be particularly effective. Some Japanese snipers,
by-passed in the attack, hid for two or three days and then quit. Some will
hang around inside your lines for a month. (3)

b. Every scout should be taught to look in the trees. I was a scout and
got shot in the shoulder by a Jap in a tree. Ilook in the trees now. (18)

¢. The snipers tie their guns in the trees so they can’t drop them
carelessly or if wounded. In putting their light machine guns in the trees,
they lash them in and have relief men ready to go up the tree. (26)

24. DECEPTION.—a. I was on my first patrol here, and we were
moving up a dry stream bed. We saw three Japs come down the river bed
out of the jungle. The one in front was carrying a white flag. We thought
they were surrendering. When they got up to us, they dropped the white
flag and all threw hand grenades. We killed two of these Japs but one got
away. (31)

b. Some of our men got killed because they examined Japanese
mortar shells. There were hundreds of these shot at us which turned out
to be duds. The recruits pushed the plungers. Result—instant death. (28)

¢. We learned not to get excited or go off half-cocked because of noise.
The Japs make noise to mislead us. They shot off some fire crackers at the
start, but we have learned that where the noise is, he ain’t. You never hear
him move. He sleeps in the daytime and does his work at night. (28)

95. SECRECY.—When we cease firing, they cease firing. When we
fire, they open up. They do this to conceal their positions. (26)

Section VI
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TRAINING

26. GENERAL.—If I had my regiment to train over again I would
stress small group training and the training of the individual even more
than we did when we were in training. (3)

27. JUNGLE WARFARE.—If I were training my unit again I would
like to have a minimum of 90 days training in jungle warfare. I would
stress in this training, teamwork between the leaders in all units; liaison
between supporting units and all leaders; and liaison between artillery

and infantry. (27)
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28. DISCIPLINE.—a. (1) For Pete’s sake teach the men not to be
“trigger happy.” (88) (Note: Expression used on Guadalcanal for men
who are very nervous and who fire without seeing the enemy. This type
of man is dangerous and has caused a lot of trouble. He has also given the
position away. R.)

(2) On the Matanikau River we got to firing at each other
because of careless leadership by the junior leaders. We are curing our-
selves of promiscuous firing, but I think new units should get training to
make the men careful. (18)

(8) Teach not to waste ammunition. Learn to make every shot
couni. (24)

b. (1) It must be impressed upon and drilled into young soldiers not
to throw away their equipment. Our young men did this at first, and we
regretted it, as later we needed the equipment. We actually found some
of our new equipment, which had been thrown away, in the hands of the
enemy. (28)

(2) Some of my men thought their hand grenades were too heavy.
They tossed them aside when no one was looking. Later they would have
given six months’ pay for one hand grenade. (5)

¢. Some men used to lag behind in the advance. They have finally
learned to keep up as lagging is unsafe for all. (21)

d. (1) All my time in the Marines I have seen men bunch up. 1
have talked about this and made my NCO’s talk about it all the time. The
men seem to fear separation. (28)

(2) We have trouble with men bunching up in order to talk to each
other. They seem to do this even though it means death. (81)

e. (1) Men get killed rushing to help a wounded man. If the wounded
man would crawl about ten yards to his flank he can generally be aided in
safety, as the Japanese seem to fire down lanes in the jungle. (19)

(2) We have taught our men that the best way to aid a wounded man
is to push ahead so that he can be cared for by the corps man. (8)

(8) I notice, and I pointed this out to my platoon, that when men get
hit, the men close by get to yelling, “Corps man, Corps man” and they get
so excited sometimes that they actually forget to use first aid packets. (12)

(4) Teach your soldiers, sir, that when a man is hit in the assault to
leave him there. (4) '

f. We have a lot of trouble in my platoon with water discipline. (31)

29. HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT.—In our training for jungle warfare
we had a great deal of work in hand-to-hand combat, use of the knife, jiu
jitsu, etec. With the exception of bayonet fighting we have not used this
work. I have been in many battles since I hit this island and I have never
seen anyone use it. (13)

30. CAMOUFLAGE.—The biggest thing I have learned since I hit
Guadalcanal is that the Japanese camouflage is miles ahead of ours. Their
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individual can camouflage himself a lot better than ours. We must practice
and train in this. (39)

31. BATTLE REALISM.—a. If I could train my men over again, I
would put officers and men in slit trenches and drop bombs nearby to over-
come fear. We were all scared to death at first. Let’s overcome this fear.
How about firing some captured 25 caliber ammunition out of captured
rifles to let officers and men know the sound; also captured Japanese ma-
chine-gun ammunition out of captured machine guns. (34)

b. If I could train my battalion again I would have some maneuvers
in which things were made to go wrong—communications upset, ete. I

would observe which leaders are no good and replace them on the spot—not
later. (384)

32. CONDITIONING.—a. I hope the Army is being toughened up.
We toughened up by bivouacking—not camping—at the combat ranges.
In order to teach our platoons to keep off the road, we made them march in
the fields alongside the road when they moved from one combat area to
another. (29)

b. How about training in the field with short rations? Put your pa-
trols out for from three to five days; every officer in the unit to partici-
pate. Make them go across country without maps or compasses. (27)

83. SCOUTING AND PATROLLING.—a. (Note: After I had inter-
viewed a number of men in one regiment selected as the best fighters, two
of them came up to me and said, “Sir, you did not see Sergeant Arndt.
He has been on more patrols and does more scouting than any man in the
regiment.” They got him for me. R.) (The following comment is from the
interview with Sergeant Arndt.)

I practice walking quietly over rocks, twigs, grass, leaves, through
vines, etc. I practice this around this bivouac area. I received instruction
in scouting and patrolling at Quantico, but I still practice. I believe this
is the reason I am still alive. Some of the other NCO’s laughed at me be-
cause I am always seeing how quietly I can walk around and because I go
out and practice on my own. They have stopped laughing because I have
been on more patrols than any man in the regiment and I am still alive.
(22)

b. (1) Our basic training is all right. Emphasize scouting and pa-
trolling and really learn it and apply it. Put your time and emphasis on
the squad and platoon. (3)

(2) Stress real scouting and patrolling and teach them to go the
hard way. (43)

¢. (1) In your scouting and patrolling, and your “training in pa-
tience” (which you should have) have the men work against each other.
Same thing for squads and platooons in their problems. (3)

(2) Train patrols in stalking certain positions. I consider this
very important. If I were training my battalion again I would have train-
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ing in patience. I would have patrols wait for the enemy to expose himself.
They move around too. I would have the men in this patience training be
made to stay still for hours at a time. (35)

d. If I were training my unit again I would really have some high
class patrol training. I would do everything with these patrols I could
possibly think of, to include losing them and making them go across
country without maps or compasses. (27)

e. (1) There must be training in difficult observation, which is
needed for offense. It is my observation that only about 5% of the men
can really see while observing. (3)

(2) We need better trained scouts. The poor scouts lose their lives.
(47)

(3) Teach the young fellows to loock over the ground and look in
the trees and to learn where the enemy probably will be. The Japanese will
be in the toughest places and naturally on the best ground. (28)

(4) Every scout should be taught to look in the trees. I was a
scout and got shot in the shoulder by a Jap in a tree. I look in the trees
now. We take turns being scouts; so all should be trained as scouts. (18)

(5) When I am scouting and come to an opening in the jungle and
have to cross it I generally run across quietly and quickly. Going slow may
cost a scout his life. Different types of terrain call for different methods.
Here is the way the Japs patrol. I was out on the bank of the river with
another man. We were observing and were carefully camouflaged. We
heard a little sound and then saw two Japs crawl by about seven feet away
from us. These Japs were unarmed. We started to shoot them, but did not
do so as we remembered our mission. Then 15 yards behind came eight
armed Japs. They were walking slowly and carefully. We did not shoot
as our mission was to gain information. When we got back we had a lot
of discussion as to why the two Japs in front were not armed. Some of
the fellows said maybe it was a form of Japanese company punishment.
I believe they were the point of the patrol and were unarmed so they could
crawl better. (22)

34. COMPASS.—Every man must know how to use the compass. The
dumbbells who don’t, have to be helped instead of being able to help them-
selves. (39)

35. USE OF WEAPONS IN COMBAT.—a. How about some training
in shooting at vague targets, at close ranges, in dense woods? (42)

b. I understand in the U. S. troops in training for this type of war-
fare are practicing firing at short ranges. Thatis fine. (84)

¢. We should develop better snipers. (3)

d. The men in my squad fire low at the base of the trees. There is
too much high firing going on. (14)

e. It is important that the entire squad know the BAR ; not just two
men. Think of the BAR men who are wounded, get killed, and become
sick and have to be evacuated. (37) I think that Japanese snipers
look for BAR men. (6)
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f. (1) The 60-mm mortar was not stressed enough in our training.
Ilove that mortar. (17)

(2) Give more attention to the training with the 81-mm mortar
and the coordination of these weapons with the foot troops. We were too
slow in getting the 81’s into action when they were needed. Get ’em into
action fast. (48)

(8) The BFM’s state that a mortar round must not be opened
until it is ready to be fired. This, in my opinion, is impracticable during
battle, because to deliver a large volume of fire, you have to have hundreds
of rounds opened and prepared for firing. Some of the containers for the
mortar rounds get wet and have to be cut in order to get the round out.
This takes time. On occasion it takes the entire ammunition squad and all
available hands to cut open ammunition. Result may be, when “cease firing”
is given, you have numerous rounds open. These rounds, when exposed
to the atmosphere, become wet or damp, making them dangerous to fire
later because the increments won’t burn uniformly and the round falls
short. We have had a round fall short as much as 600 yards, firing at a
range of 2700. I recommend that additional increments be issued in
water-proof containers in order to remedy this condition. Also, we need
additional cartridges for misfires. (28)

g. (1) I would suggest some training in throwing hand grenades in
the woods. (42)

(2) Some of the men were so scared of our hand grenades when
they were first issued that they jammed down the cotter pin. Then later,
in action, they could not pull out the pin. (12)

(3) After you pull the pin of a hand grenade (and release the
safety lever), don’t forget to count, “One Jap dead, two Japs dead” before
throwing the grenade. We had a Marine killed in this battalion because
he forgot to count and a Jap picked up the hand grenade and threw it
back. (80)

36. TEAMWORK.—I think men in these rifle companies should
receive training in the work and the mission of the machine-gun company.
The other day, on “Bloody Ridge,” riflemen protecting our light machine
guns pulled out and left us. We were doing O.K. at the time, but their pull-
ing out caused our whole outfit to withdraw. (8)

87. AMMUNITION AND PIONEER PLATOON.—Our battalion
pioneer section must have better and more complete training in carrying
food, water and ammunition, and in cutting trails. (37)
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Section VII
WEAPONS

388. GENERAL.—a. Put the big, rugged men into the Heavy Weapons
Company (in order that they may keep up with the advance while carrying
the weapons). (12)

b. Both our riflemen and machine gunners must be taught to shoot
low. (3)

39. GRENADES.—a. We need the rifle grenade or some weapon to
fill the gap between hand grenade and mortar. We need to dig the Nip
out of his hole under banyan trees, etc. (8) I consider it imperative
that the Army and Marines carry only one type of grenade. Have the
hand grenade fit a knee mortar and be of use as a hand grenade and also
as a rifle grenade. You need a rifle grenadier in each squad for use
against enemy machine-gun nests. (25)

b. Our rifle grenades (presumably antitank) have been effective
lagainst hidden machine-gun positions. (47) The rifle grenade de-
moralizes the Jap. A Japanese prisoner told me in English, “That 30
caliber cannon is terrible, sir.” (26)

¢. We had to multiply our unit of fire in hand grenades by five. The
yellow color on hand grenades is poor. Why can’t they be painted black?
The yellow color enables the Japs to (find them readily and) throw them
back. (32)

40. MORTARS.—a. (1) (The so-called “knee mortar” of the Jap-
anese apparently made a great impression upon American forces.)
(2) We need the knee mortar badly. The name ‘“knee mortar” is a
misnomer. It is not fired from the knee. One of my men tried this and
broke his leg. The following are reasons in its favor:

(a) The weapon with 10 rounds of ammunition is a one-man load.

(b) Ithasa high rate of fire.

(c) It gives the platoon commander a weapon of this type immedi-

ately available.

(d) The Japs use the mortar as an all-purpose grenade—ranges
from 50 yards to 650. It can be lowered to a low angle and placed against a
log and shot straight out. I would recommend one change in the pro-
jectile. The Japs have too much high explosive in it and the case is too
thin. We get a lot of casualties from it but they are minor wounds. The
Japs have three of these mortars in a mortar squad in each rifle platoon.
They have two ammunition carriers per mortar. (3)

(8) Iconsider it imperative that the Army and Marines be equipped
with knee mortars. (25)

(4) Sir, tell the Army to get the knee mortar. It’s hell. (18)
The Japanese knee mortar gives us hell. They come in fast, thick, and
accurate. Can’t we have one? (43)
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b. The mortars are very effective here. An example: We were moving
up a trail and were stopped by machine-gun fire. I withdrew the platoon
and spread out off the trail, forming a skirmish line. I sent word back to
the mortars to set up. They had to cut down some trees in order to set up
properly. The OP man comes forward and gets the azimuth and paces off
the range as best he can. Then the mortars open up (presumably, with
success). (31)

¢. I think that the heavy weapons company should have the 60-mm
mortar to use in addition to the 81. I like the 81, but it cannot keep up in
certain situations because of its weight and its heavy ammunition. (3)

d. If the numbers on the mortar sight were luminous, with a lumi-
nous strip on the stick, we would not have to use the flashlight. This
flashlight business is dangerous. (17)

41. MACHINE GUNS.—I recommend substituting the M1919-A4
(light machine gun) for the heavy machine gun for offensive operations
in the jungle. The heavy machine guns are needed and are very valuable
in the defense. I am even considering substituting BAR’s for the light
machine guns in the offensive. (8) It pays in the attack in the jungle
to use the heavy machine guns. There is a difference of opinion, as you
have noticed, on this matter. It is hard work, yes, but don’t overlook the
value—morale and otherwise—and don’t forget about the high rate of fire.
If you dit¢h the heavy machine guns and substitute the lights in their
place, you must remember that you will be up against the Japanese ma-
chine gun. (48) Wae love the heavy machine gun. (30)

42. BROWNING AUTOMATIC RIFLE.—I think the Japanese snipers
look for BAR men. (6) No doubt about this. In one engagement, in one
platoon, every BAR man was hit. (8) This BAR I have here is my best
friend. (21)

43. RIFLE.—The M1 is a fine rifle. It is doing fine work here. (44)
We like the M1 but we don’t like the way the front end shines. (34) Are
we getting a glass sight (presumably telescopic) for the M1 for sniper
work? (38)

44. CLOSE RANGE WEAPONS.—The Thompson submachine gun or
carbine is needed as the Japanese execute their attacks en masse. We
understand the carbine will have more penetrating power than the Thomp-

son. (30)
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Section VIII
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY

45. GENERAL.—«a. Is the Army stripping down to essentials in
equipment? (24)

b. It has been impressed upon us here that logistics have to be cor-
rectly planned. The science of logistics turns out to be your life. I have
a fine, forceful executive officer. I use him in the rear echelon seeing that
the S-4 functions and that supplies get up. Don’t misunderstand me. The
executive officer lets the S-4 run his job. He checks and aids him if he
needs help. (24)

¢. The tendency is to overload the infantry with ammunition. It
seems to be standard practice to start out with the belt full plus two
bandoleers. We soon found that 25 rounds was enough for two or three
days if you do not have targets to shoot at. (8) (Note: Our infantrymen
approaching Buna in the jungles of New Guinea were carrying 40 rounds.
R) ,

46. CLASS I SUPPLY.—I have seen awful attempts at individual
cooking, however, some of my men have got to the point where they can
make jam tarts. (28) You asked about individual cooking. Yes, in my
opinion the troops should know this but it is not practical for units who
are not close to water to cook that way as they cannot clean their mess
gear properly and dysentery results. These units put the “C” ration (stew
or bean) can to their mouth and eat that way. (83) How to carry water and
rations around in this jungle to the troops on the line is a big problem.
(35) I hear that in the new jungle kits the men will get water-sterilizing
tablets. These will help as my men dip water out of streams. (5) I
think that in the regimental supply there should be extra canteens so
when an outfit gets in a place like the “Table Plateau” where there is no
water an extra canteen can be issued. (9) This idea is being used in some
places here. The turnover in the canteens will be gredt, but it would be a
big help at times. At one time we had a battalion without water for 24
hours but only two men were evacuated because of heat exhaustion. (3)

47. MISCELLANEOUS.—a. Two ammunition pockets in the belt
should be converted to grenade pockets. Each man should have two hand
grenades. If you don’t do that, develop slip-open pockets which can be
quickly opened and will carry two hand grenades. (3)

b. We don’t have enough ammunition carrying bags. We should have
this for the mortars. We need these bags for other types of ammunition
too. I don’t know how many as we have not experimented—all I know is
we need them. We need grenade carriers too. (85)

¢. The Japanese powder is more smokeless than ours. We need smoke-
less powder. (34) (Note: The reason the Japanese rifle when it is fired
does not make as much smoke is probably because not as much powder is
needed to propel a 25 caliber bullet as is needed to send a 30 caliber bullet
on its way. R.)
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d. The sabers which the Japanese officers carry have proved to be
worthless. I killed two Japs who came at me with sabers and I got them
first by shooting them, but I wished I had in reserve a good jungle knife.
I don’t mean a bolo, which we should have in cutting trails, but a knife with
a 12-inch blade of good steel. We could use this against these J apanese as
well as for cutting vines that catch on us at night. (16)

(Note: Many men express their wish for a jungle knife such as that
described. This desire is not repeated in further remarks. R.)

e. Every man should be equipped with a compass. (39)

f. We want better field glasses. Can’t we get a glass for spotting
men in foliage? (42)

9. T'have been on 15 patrols, and each time the patrol was fired on, the
man with a net on his helmet drew the fire. I have seen 25 caliber bullets
go through our new helmet; so, as for me, I use a fatigue field hat. (43)
(Note: I talked to a man who showed me his steel helmet with a 25 caliber
bullet hole in it. The man received a slight head wound. He was con-
vinced, and so am I, that if he had not had on his steel helmet when this
bullet was fired at him he would have been killed. R.)

h. We need more intrenching shovels. Give shovels to men who have
wire cutters. You need both the wire cutter and shovels. (25)

t. I am screaming for gloves to use in handling barbed wire. You
cannot put up a barbed wire fence in a hurry if you are barehanded. (48)

j. Our Marine field shoes have too heavy a top which chafes. It
should have a type of hobnail as it slips on the jungle grasses. Rubber
shoes are needed for night work. (3) I would give $75.00 for a pair of
tennis shoes to rest my feet and for use in night work. (12)

k. At Tulagi the Japanese used wooden bullets. I saw some of them.
My theory for their use is that they were developed for troops which were
to infiltrate behind our lines and shoot us in the back. These wooden
bullets could not carry far enough to injure their attacking troops. (3)

Section IX
SANITATION AND FIRST AID

48. a. (1) The regimental commander must make it his personal duty
to watch and be greatly interested in sanitation. Because of our great
interest in sanitation our sick list is below 40 men per battalion—lower
than normal. (24) .

(2) Sanitation—I know it is right! To violate it causes billions
of flies, and sickness. When you occupy a position for several days il‘} the
tropics the sanitation problem becomes tremendous. The young officers
and NCO’s must get after this at the start and keep after it all the time. (28)

b. Put “bug dope” in your jungle equipment. (14)

@ In first aid training, teach your men the correct method of injecting
morphine and procedure of tagging, because what you gonna’ do when
the corps man gets hit? (12)
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Section X
COMMUNICATIONS

49. GENERAL.—a. Concentrate on communications. I have had to
loan the communications regimental section men, to help carry wire through
tough places, but I want communications. Your information has to be
timely and properly evaluated. (24)

b. I have been on 20 patrols in the last 40 days and in most all of
these patrols we went out from two to five miles. Getting communications
back to the gun position is an awful problem. Can you help us? (39)

50. EQUIPMENT NEEDED.-——a. Are we getting more small, hand
radios? Man, they are sure needed, for communication within the com-
pany and within the battalion is tough. (38) The walkie-talkie the Japs
have operates. Why can’t we have a similar one? (25)

b. Bring back the signal flags ; they are badly needed. (13)

51. USE OF WIRE.—We depend to a large extent on wire communi-
cations. It is tough work but it can be done. (24) In an attack we always
use the telephones from regiment to battalion. The jungle is thick, but the
wire can be made to keep up. The wire is supplemented by the TBX Radio.
If we get held up, the radio goes right out to the companies from the
battalion. (46)

52. USE OF SPECIAL SIGNALS.—We have developed signals in our
battalion which are not recorded in any textbook. I recommend that all
troops do the same. (30)

CONCLUSIONS

The following is a digest of lessons learned in the tactics of Jungle
Warfare as a result of interviews which are attached:

1. Troops must receive a high degree of individual training to prepare
for jungle warfare. The individual in combat will be required to act on his
own a large part of the time. This is due to the dense foliage. However,
individuals must feel the very presence of their squad leaders and other
leaders, and know that they are important members of a team which can
lick the enemy. The leaders must take pains carefully to explain to the
privates what their responsibilities are, and what is expected of them in
each situation. Furthermore, weak individuals who cannot be trusted to
act correctly without supervision must be weeded out, preferably before
they arrive in the combat zone.

Individuals must have thorough practice in throwing hand grenades in
woods. They must reach a much higher degree of proficiency in the art of
camouflage. This will require constant application in the training period.

By realistic training a large amount of fear can be overcome in the
individual. He should know before he reaches the combat zone what it
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ffaels like to have bombs explode near him, what a sniper’s bullet sounds
like, and what overhead machine-gun and artillery fire sound like})

_The prowess of the enemy must NOT be overemphasized. American
soldiers and marines can whip the Jap and they are doing so every day.
Many men stated that they had been talked to so much about the J apanese
snipers that at first they were afraid.

Individual riflemen must know the tactical relationship between the
machine gun and their rifle in order to be able to act intelligently.

Training in observing and firing at vague targets must be emphasized.),

2. In training, scouting and patrolling must be emphasized. Major
General Vandergrift, commanding the First Marine Division, states that
jungle warfare against the Japanese is a question of going back to the
tactics of the French and Indian days, with these tactics adjusted to fit in
with our modern weapons.

Men should receive training in patience. Our national character is
foreign to this idea. We are an impetuous people. Training in patience is
needed as sometimes the men will be required to remain motionless and
quiet for hours at a time.

3. Not every man can lead a patrol successfully in the jungle. The
good patrol leaders should be discovered in the training period.

In training, patrols should be sent out from 10 to 15 hours at a time.
Due to the slow way in which a patrol moves, it is necessary to keep patrols
out for long periods of time. The problem of getting communication back
from the patrol to friendly territory in the jungle is a hard one. It must be
made easier by training. Patrols should be confronted with unusual situa-
tions.

4. The Japanese knee mortar is needed. An all-purpose hand grenade,
which, in addition to being used as a hand grenade, can be used in the knee
mortar and as a rifle grenade, should be adopted.

Mortar squads must learn to set up quickly and be able to operate
in wooded terrain.

5. All units must receive practice in the problem of maintaining
contact in the advance in the jungle.

6. In the interviews there are many remarks on leadership. The
leadership shown by the 5th and 7th Regiments of the U. S. Marines stands
out because of their great wealth in experienced officers and NCO’s. On
the other hand the remark of Colonel B. E. Moore, Commanding Officer of
the 164th Infantry, emphasizes the great problems in the leadership which
confronted a partially trained regiment which had been rushed to the

combat zone.
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